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David: Developing a Heart for God: Part I
June 13, 2004

I’m really excited about a new series I want to begin this morning… looking at the life of one of history’s most significant men, King David.  
· David, whose name means “beloved”, was known as much for his failings as his accomplishments.  
· Yet, ultimately, he is remembered mostly for one thing… his heart for God.  
· For me, David’s heart is best captured in a song he wrote, Psalm 27:4, “One thing I have asked from the Lord that I shall seek:  That I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to meditate in His temple.”
· In his passion for the Father’s presence… in his passion to know God more tomorrow than he did yesterday… he embodies the kind of heart I believe God wants for us as individuals and as a church.
· And so, my desire in studying David isn’t simply for us to be more informed… but to be transformed… to capture in our own lives David’s heart and passion for God.

So, how can I summarize who David was?  First… he was a remarkable man. One scholar said if he had to name a single Renaissance man in human history, somebody with extraordinary capacities on multiple fronts, David, very possibly, would be at the top of the list for all of humanity. 
· Think about it for a moment: He was a musician so skilled that a king, King Saul, would summon David to play in Saul’s presence because his playing would vanish depression when nothing else would. It was like musical Prozac to Saul.
· He was such a formidable warrior that he won a legendary battle against a great champion when he wasn’t even old enough to shave. 
· He was a fierce competitor. He’d take on a lion, a bear – anything. 
Then he was a poet. He wrote Psalms that expressed the longing of the human heart for God so deeply that now, in our day, thousands of years later, they remain the single most moving and influential devotional literature ever written. 
· He was a statesman of such wisdom and political skill that Israel achieved its highest level of economic well-being and political stability in its history under his reign. 
· His reign would forever be remembered as the golden age of Israel – kind of their Camelot.  
· And he was an immensely attractive person. We’re told several times that he was attractive physically and in his personality, that men and women were drawn to his charismatic presence. 
· He was a magnetic figure. You think about this in one man.  He had the poetic soul of a Shakespeare, the competitive heart of Michael Jordan, the musicianship of Pavarotti, the statesmanship of Lincoln, and the physical attractiveness of Brad Pitt.
In many ways, he was the central character of the Old Testament. Just look at the space that is devoted to him. 
· Abraham had 14 chapters in the Old Testament devoted to him; Elijah had 10 chapters devoted to his story. David has about 66 chapters in Scripture devoted to him. 
· He’s mentioned nearly a thousand times in the Old Testament, about another 60 times in the New Testament.
· So bright is his memory, he’s the last character named in Scripture – Revelation 22:16 – where Jesus says, "I am the offspring of David, the Morning Star." 
To this day, the flag that flies over Israel features the Star of David. He was a remarkable man.  
· Though, again, what we’ll see in the next few weeks is that what’s really remarkable about David, wasn’t centered on his accomplishments… but his heart.
· And as we look deeply into the heart of David,  I believe our hearts will begin to change as well.  -PRAY-
We first meet David in 1 Samuel 16. Israel had been living in the Promise Land under a series of judges like Joshua, Gideon and Samson. 
· The last judge that led Israel was a man named Samuel. But the people wanted a king.  And so God had Samuel anoint one. 
· The first king was Saul. He was an impressive man. He stood head and shoulders over the people of Israel. But Saul became increasingly corrupt and violent and evil. 
· And so, God said in 1 Samuel 13:14 that He had appointed another man to be king… a man after his own heart. 
· Now in 1 Samuel 16, Samuel is an old, old man. And God speaks to him once more in 1 Samuel 16.  - Read 1 Samuel 16:1-13 – 
Here’s what happens: God tells Samuel, "Samuel, go and anoint a new king." And Samuel says, "But God, we’ve already got a king, and it’s not good for your health to appoint a new king when there’s still an old one." 

· And God said, "Trust me." So Samuel goes to this little obscure village called Bethlehem. 
· And you’ll notice in the text it says in verse four that the elders of the town trembled when Samuel was coming (I think of that Far Side cartoon where several bears are each pointing to one another as they look down the barrel of a shotgun!).  
· Samuel was not known for his small talk, and they wondered who sinned. Somebody must be in serious trouble. They trembled. 
· And so, Samuel says, "It’s okay. God’s going to give a great honor to this town. The leader of his people is going to come from Bethlehem." 
· Samuel invites the elders and Jesse’s family to this event… Jesse is so proud he can hardly stand it! 
Now, you’ve got to picture this scene for a moment. Jesse introduces his first son, his heir.  He’s always known this kid was destined for greatness. 
· He was class president, quarterback of the football team, and outstanding young CEO. The kid pulls up in a Jeep Grand Cherokee, and he has a commanding presence. 
· He walks into a room, and he just dominates it. And Jesse says, "This is my son, Eliab." Eliab is Hebrew for "you the man." I just made that up, I don’t know.
· Jesse says, "Yeah, he’s the man." And the elders all nod their heads, "Yeah, he the man." And Samuel looks at him and said, "Yeah, he the man all right." And God says, "He not the man." 
· So Samuel passes that word on, and then Jesse has son number two, Abinadab, and he’s not the man. And then son number three, Shammah. 
· And then he goes through all seven sons. They don’t all get named, but they all, one by one, are paraded before Samuel. Nobody is the man. 
· And Samuel is wondering by this time, "God, why in the world did you have me come into the middle of nowhere to reject seven sons?"
So he says to Jesse, "Are these the only sons you have?" That seems like kind of a dumb question, doesn’t it? 
· Don’t you think Jesse would be aware of how many sons he has? "Are these the only sons you have?" 
· And Jesse says almost as an afterthought, "Well, there’s still the youngest." We still don’t get a name yet, just "what’s-his-name." There’s still the youngest.
· Then Samuel says, "Go send for him. We’ll wait." Now imagine what that was like. That had to take considerable time to track this kid down, out with the sheep. 
· So Samuel says, "We won’t sit down until he comes." So they’re all just standing there, seven sons, all like the first runner-up in the Miss America pageant trying to look like things are okay when they’re hoping that the real winner dies or something so they can take over. 
· Well, they finally page David, and he comes pulling up in his used Hyundai. And God looks at David, and says, "That’s the one. That’s my man. That’s him." 
· I’m sure everyone was surprised… David was so young.  Yet we see God’s heart in verse seven when he says to Samuel, "For God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart."
We’re reminded about how obsessed our culture is over external appearance. We tend to think that charm, attractiveness, and ability that leads to outward accomplishments is all that matters. 
· So, if I have those things in obvious, visible ways, then I’m blessed. And if I don’t have them in obvious, visible ways, then I’m insignificant. I don’t matter. And we forget about the heart.
· What God says over and over, and what God is saying to some of you right now is that in his kingdom everybody matters… everybody counts. 
· In God’s kingdom everybody has got something to offer…. everybody’s contribution matters… if your heart is in the right place.  How’s your heart this morning?
God said to Samuel, "The Lord has sought out a man after his own heart," and that’s what he found in David. Now, the question is what makes David’s heart so appealing to God? 
· What is it about David’s heart that makes it a heart after God’s own heart? 
· That’s what I want to talk about. I want to talk about three things that I believe made David greathearted in God’s sight… and I’d invite you to just do a little heart check as we walk through them, and see how your heart measures up. 
1.  I believe that you’ll see as we get to know him that David’s heart was characterized by a sense of passionate abandonment to God. 
Throughout the Scripture, we see that David didn’t relegate God to certain areas of his life… but gave everything to God.  We read in Psalm 63, “I follow hard after You.” 
· In Psalm 9:1 David says, "I will praise you, O Lord, with all my heart." That occurs again in Psalm 86 and Psalm 111.
· David had an unguarded passion and heart, and he never held it back. He wasn’t calculating and cautious with his heart. He was generous and free. 
· When David brought the ark back to Jerusalem, you see David, the king of the country, dancing and leaping before the Lord with all his might.
· Do you think it touches the Father’s heart to see His children worshiping Him like that… uninhibited?

· While he was just letting God reign in him… his wife was kind of embarrassed, and tried to rein him in.  And David said, "I will celebrate before the Lord. I will become even more undignified than this. I’ll be humiliated in my own eyes." 
One time David was commanded to build an altar on a threshing floor of a man named Araunah the Jebusite. 
· And this man saw David and his men coming, and he said to them, "Take my threshing floor, and take my oxen for a sacrifice and my wood for fuel for the fire. It’s my entire gift." 
· David’s heart is just seized with gratitude to God. And he says, "I will not sacrifice to the Lord my God burnt offerings that cost me nothing."
· David wouldn’t just give to God out of his surplus.
One day God was being challenged by a pagan giant, and everybody is intimidated. David says, "I’ll fight Goliath." I picture him a few moments later saying to himself, "What was I thinking?" 
· But his heart, his passionate heart, was just given to God with such abandon. I want to have a heart like that. 
· I don’t want to go to my grave with a heart that was cold and calculating and protected and safe and hard – I don’t. I don’t think you do either. Oh man, I long to have a heart like that and to be a part of a fellowship of hearts like that – a fellowship of passionate hearts.
· Is there something that keeps you from giving all of yourself to Him?  I pray that this summer, we will worship God with more passion than ever before in our lives… that we would be moved to give to God with a sense of abandon and sacrifice. 
2.  The second thing about David’s heart is that it was characterized by deep reflection. 
David’s heart was characterized not just by wild abandon, but by deep reflection. David often cried out to God as he did in Psalm 139, saying, "Search me, O God, and know my heart." 
· This is just an important combination… unbridled passion on the one hand, and deep reflection on the other. But that was David.  
· How did he develop that?  I think David’s heart was formed in all those years he was alone with God… sitting out under the stars day after day.  
· I think that’s the only explanation for a soul that was so deep that it could write words like, "The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, he restores my soul."
You know, David spent much of his life waiting. When he was a kid, he just tended sheep, and then there’s this amazing day when Samuel comes and anoints him king. 
· Think about this: Imagine the next day because, you know, David doesn’t just march into Jerusalem after this and sit on a throne. Saul is still there. Samuel has left.
· What does David do the next day? He goes back to the sheep.  
· Just imagine this happening to you. You’ve just been anointed king of Israel, and there’s no one to tell about it except sheep. "Hey sheep, I’m the king" – not much excitement there. 
· All those years he was leading a flock of sheep through the wilderness. They were not wasted years. He was learning to be alone with God. He was growing real deep.
Then there were all those years he hid from Saul. He lived in caves. He ran from one spot to another. Those were not wasted years. He was growing very deep with God. 
· In solitude and quiet, God was shaping a great heart, a deep heart. And God wants to do that for you if you’ll just give him a chance.  
· When was the last time you described someone by saying, "That person is hurried, frenzied, and deep"? You can be hurried or you can be deep, but you can’t be both. You’ll have to choose.
· Now this doesn’t mean you have to quit your job and go out and be a shepherd someplace. 
· But it does mean you will have to guard regular, unhurried times alone with God. You’ll have to guard that. You’ll have to arrange for that.
· Think of how we would be different if everybody here had what David did – time to be shepherded by God. I’ll give you one challenge as we enter into this series. 

· You know, as you look at David’s life, you can see that he was most vulnerable to sin after he had reached the top and became king and had everything because then he no longer had to be alone with God.  
· I want to have a heart that goes deep with God. 
I’ll challenge you over the summer to make the Psalms your home... I’ll tell you, more people have learned to pray through the Psalms than any other source.  
· Martin Luther would pray in the Psalms. He used them to help him pray every day. 
· Jesus, when he was on the cross, quoted Psalm 22: "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" He was so immersed in the Psalms. 
· Some of the Psalms will teach you how to worship and how to express great thanks and great joy.  Some of the Psalms will allow you to express to God confusion or a complaint. 
· Some of them will teach you about God’s heart and His passion for you!
· But I’ll promise you this: If you will immerse yourself in the prayers of David and his Psalms, your heart won’t be the same. And it will get deeper. It really will.  
· David had a heart that was characterized by wild abandon. I want a heart like that. He had a heart that was characterized by real deep reflection, and I want a heart like that. 
3. But the third thing that characterized David was his stubborn love. 
In Psalm 78:72 it says about David that he shepherded the people, he shepherded them with integrity of heart. 
· The idea here is that it was an undivided heart. It’s the opposite of fickle. 
· He loved people with the loyal heart of a shepherd who just keeps loving the sheep, even the obstinate sheep.  You think of the people in David’s life… 
· Here’s old Saul, once a promising young king himself, and then just increasingly corrupt, tormented by pathological jealousy of David. 
· Several times Saul tries to kill David… and yet, what’s most amazing is how, through it all, David loved him.  Twice David could have killed Saul, and (from a natural perspective) he would have been justified, but he refused to do it. 
· In fact, he expressed his loyalty back to Saul. And when Saul finally died, David wrote one of the most beautiful poems ever written to lament for him, "How the mighty have fallen in battle! Oh daughters of Israel, weep for Saul!" 
· How could David find tears for a man like that? 
Then there’s Jonathan, Saul’s son.  He certainly would have been David’s main rival for the throne. You would expect they would be at each other’s throats. 
· But they had one of the greatest friendships in history. And when they had to be separated, the Bible says they wept together. "They wept together, but David wept the most."  
· And many, many, many years later, when Saul and Jonathan had both been gone a long time, David said, "Is there anyone left of the house of Saul to whom I can show kindness for Jonathan’s sake?" 
· And the people brought before him a son of Jonathan, a man named Mephibosheth, who was crippled in both feet. 
· Mephibosheth was scared to death. He bowed before David, expecting the worst, because he could have been seen as a rival claimant to the throne and exiled, or more likely, killed.

· And David looks at this powerless, disabled person, and David says, "Don’t be afraid. I just want to love you. I want to give you back all the land that belonged to your grandfather and I want you to eat at my table. I want you to be like my son."

· And Mephibosheth said to David, "What is your servant, that you should notice a dead dog like me?" 
Then there’s his own son, Absalom, this renegade rebel. Absalom tried to overthrow his own father and take the throne. And in the end, Absalom was defeated, and he was killed in battle. 
· And David got word that his forces had been victorious… his throne was secure. 
· But his only response was to mourn for his boy: "Oh Absalom, my son," he said, "if only I had died instead of you. Oh Absalom, my son, my son" – what a heart.
· When David loved you, you stayed loved because there was grace and love in his heart for the most stubborn sinner. 
· And I want to love like that. I thought of my kids as I was pulling this message together, and I thought of my life, and I thought of my friends, and I thought of some of you. 
· I thought of some seekers I know, so many people I cross paths with. And if I could get to the end of my life and have them say about me, "He loved with a stubborn love, and he had grace and love in his heart for fallen people. And when he loved somebody, they stayed loved."  
And yet, more than anyone else, David’s “stubborn love” was directed toward God. He writes these wonderful words at the end of his most famous Psalm – Psalm 23 – "I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever."
· Maybe David was an old man when he said these words, with a long, gray beard, and a wrinkled face. 
· Maybe he remembered when he was young and handsome, and that strange old man, Samuel, poured oil over him and said the mysterious words that started it all. 
· Maybe he remembered how on that day, so long ago, the Spirit of the Lord came on him… or maybe he was remembering all he had done wrong.
· But he loved God with this stubborn love, and something inside of him said, "I will dwell in the house." He didn’t say, "I hope that I dwell in the house." He didn’t say, "It may be that I’ll dwell in the house."
He was a stubborn guy, this David. He had the heart of a racehorse, and he said, "I’m staying in the house. I know I make a mess sometimes, and I may spill on the rug, and knock down the lamps, and break all the expensive stuff. I know what a pain it is to have me in the house, but I’ll tell you what: You’re going to have to drag me out of here kicking and screaming. I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever." 
· He just had this stubborn love, and most stubborn of all was his love for God. And I was thinking when I thought about David, what if God were to say of us, "This is a people after my own heart. They followed me with reckless abandon, and they worshiped me from the depths of their heart. And they loved with a stubborn love." 
What if God were to say that of us? 

