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Meeting God at the Crossroads of Life

December 9th, 2007

As we inch up this month not only toward Christmas but also the New Year, I’d like to focus in this morning on those defining moments in our lives, which can either lead us closer to God or further away.

· Now, if you remember, we looked, last week, into a season of Abraham and Sarah’s lives… where, in spite of God’s promises to them… that time of waiting for God’s promise to come true proved to be one of the most difficult of their lives.

· In fact, in spite of Abraham place as one of the ultimate examples of faith in the Bible, what we see is that during this time in his life, he made some pretty horrific choices.

· And yet, at the end of the day, both Abraham & Sarah experience God’s faithfulness and presence in a way they never had before.

King David wasn’t much different.  We’re told in 1 Samuel 13 that David was a man after God’s own heart.  

· And yet, there were defining moments in his life where his decisions led him pretty far off course… till he found himself living a life that reflected so little of what he envisioned for himself. 

· I’m sure we’ve all experienced that at one time another… where we look at where we’ve landed in life and begin wondering, “how in the world did I get here?”
· As the most written about person in the Bible outside of Jesus, we’ve been invited into some very private moments in David’s life.

· Truth is, I believe that God has put David’s life on display for us in the Bible… so that thru both his successes and deepest failures, we can learn what it actually means to be a man or woman after God’s own heart.
Certainly, for David, his affair with Bathsheba was one of the darkest moments of his life.  You read this story in 2 Samuel 11 and yet you just can’t help but wonder, “How could David have allowed this to happen?”

· It’s one thing when somebody who brazenly rejects God sins in some spectacular way. There’s no big shock there. We see that happen all the time. 

· But this is David. He had loved God his whole life from time he was just a little boy, taking care of his family’s sheep.

· It was out there, caring for those sheep, where he experienced God’s shepherding care for him, as God helped him, in 1 Samuel 17, fight off both a lion and a bear.

Not many years later, while bringing food to his brothers fighting against the Philistines, he discovered the bravest, strongest men of Israel running in fear from an enormous warrior named Goliath.

· But rather than run from Goliath… David went and fought against him… seeing not so much the size of his opponent, but the size of his God.

· He was so submitted to God that David chose to spare Saul’s life even though he could have so easily ended the years of suffering Saul was inflicting on him by killing him there in the cave of Abdullam. 

· David loved God so much that when the He brought the Ark of the Covenant back to Jerusalem, he was so filled with joy that all he could do was to dance in the street. 

· He loved God so much that he wrote psalm after psalm… pouring out his heart, pouring out his prayers to Him. 

You see, this was a man after God’s own heart. And yet, now, we find him guilty of not only lust and coveting and deceit… but of adultery and murder. 
· And so, you ask yourself, “How did this happen? How did he get to this place?”
· But, let me turn that question around for a moment and ask you... how many here believe that something like this could never happen to you?

· Because I know, back then, singing songs to the Lord under the night sky, David would never have been able to even imagine what he would one day do.

And I have to come to grips with the fact that I’m no different.  That in spite of where I may be now, I am more than capable of making enough wrong turns that I could eventually find myself in the midst of messes I couldn’t even imagine.

· I don’t know about you, but the longer I walk with God, the more I’m aware of my own capacity to make choices that do anything but honor Him.

· Truth is, we live in a complex world where we typically are running near empty. And in our tiredness, our loneliness, our brokenness, and busyness… 

· We find ourselves unable at times to connect to the love and tenderness of God that would empower us to make healthy and godly decisions when we face those many crossroads in life.

And so, this morning, I want to walk you through four crossroads, four defining moments in this episode of David’s life… because they’re four crossroads that you and I will face at times in our own lives as well. 

· Part of why I’m sharing this message this morning is because, as we move closer to the New Year, my heart is that we would all take a little inventory in our lives… 

· So that if we find ourselves at all spiritually off-course, that we’d make things right so that we don’t bring any of our baggage from 2007 with us into 2008.

· So go ahead and turn to 2 Samuel 11… about a third thru the OT, after Deut., Joshua, Judges, Ruth, and, of course, 1 Samuel.

· Let’s start by reading the first five verses that bring us to the first crossroad.  READ 2 Samuel 11:1-5.

1. Running Spiritually Adrift

I’m going to call the first crossroad in this story “Running Spiritually Adrift.”  It’s a time that we are all so prone to in our lives… where our tiredness & apathy or anger & unforgiveness, for example, become something we accept. 

· There are a number of reasons why I believe David was running adrift like this. 

· Our first clue is in right in verse 1 where the writer says that the king’s men and the whole Israelite army went off to war. But David remained in Jerusalem.  

· But look at what the writer (Ezra) just said… that this was the time when kings went off to war.  

But this year David decides, "I don’t want to go. I don’t have to go. Let them go without me.”  

· The problem is that the “going” was part of what it meant to be a king!

· In fact, the Israelites had said in 1 Samuel 8:20 that they wanted a king who "will go before us and lead us into battle." And David had always done that. But not this year. 

· I think there is something significant going on with David that the writer is clueing us into… the kind of place David was in at this time of his life.

Now, David was probably around 50 years old or so at this time. He wasn’t an old man by any stretch… but he wasn’t “golden boy” anymore either.  

· Whether this had something to do with some kind of mid-life crisis… who knows?  

· But we do know that there was an emptiness & longing in him… and rather than pour out his heart to the Lord as we’ve seen him do in so many psalms, he allows himself to just run adrift.

· But look at what God says to David in the next chapter.  In verse 8, God says, "I anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you from the hand of Saul. I gave your master’s house to you… I gave you the house of Israel and Judah…”
· And then He says, "and if all this had been too little, I would have given you even more." 
God says to David, "I’ve had my eye on you your whole life long, and I love you, and I want the best for you, and I’ve given you so much. And if all this had been too little, David, I would have given you more. Why didn’t you come to me? Why didn’t you ask me? Why didn’t you talk to me?"

· I wonder how often God has said the very same things to each of us, "And if all this had been too little, I would have given you more."

· But more wouldn’t have mattered… because ultimately, running out there spiritually adrift, David wasn’t able to trust that God had his best interest at heart. 
· He wasn’t able to trust in God’s faithfulness and goodness. 
· He knew the right thing to do… but part of him also believed that if he didn’t take care of himself and his own needs… than those deepest needs would never be filled.
Don’t we think the same way at times… when we find ourselves running spiritually adrift? "I’m going to have to look out for myself. I can’t really trust that if I abandon myself to God that He’d really take care of me." 
· Truth is, that kind of thinking has probably led more people in the wrong direction than just about anything else... Where we just don’t trust His words… “If that’s too little I would have given you more." 
· If only David had poured his heart out to God when he reached this first crossroad… of being spiritually adrift… 
· When he first realized that he was “stuck” not only in his relationship with God but in his life.
· Maybe this is where some of you are in your lives right now...  
You’ve allowed yourself to live in apathy so long, for example… that you feel like a piece of driftwood in the ocean… just sort of floating along spiritually wherever life takes you.   
· If that’s you… know that you’re at an important crossroad. Believe me, I’ve been there… it’s a hard place to be. 
· If you are, will you go to God and share your heart with Him? Will you trust Him… that He knows what’s going on in your life… and that He has your best interest at heart? 
Well, David doesn’t. He just allows himself to drift.  And so, one day, he gets up out of bed late one afternoon, and sees a beautiful woman bathing on the roof of her home downhill from him. 
· Then notice verse 3, "And so, David sent someone to find out who she was."  You see, he’s drifted now from just temptation to action. He’s making plans. 
· It’s here than we come to a second crossroad. 
· David sends someone to find out about her… and then notice what happens: “A servant of David’s said, ‘Isn’t this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah the Hittite?”

· It may seem subtle, but the second crossroad is where David is given a spiritual warning light. 
2. Spiritual Warning Light  
Most likely, David’s servant knows something of what’s going on in his mind.  And so, when he gets back to David, the first thing he says is, “David… her name is Bathsheba the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite?” 

· In other words, he’s saying, “David, this is somebody’s wife. This is somebody’s daughter. What are you thinking?” 

· This is that crossroad… where that inner voice makes itself heard… whether it’s the Lord speaking to your heart… or a word from your own conscience… or the words of a friend before you cross that line.  

You know, when you come to a traffic light, there are generally three colors. Two of the colors are very straightforward. Red means stop… and green means go. 

· But then there’s that oh-too mysterious yellow! Clearly, yellow is the most interesting and ambiguous of the three colors. 

· Have you ever noticed how people respond when they approach a yellow signal at a traffic light? 

· You see, when some of you see that yellow light, you hit the breaks and go real slow. 

· But some of you hit the accelerator and blow right through that intersection. If that’s you, would you raise you hand?

Well, God sends David a warning signal. "Isn’t this Bathsheba? Isn’t this somebody’s daughter? Isn’t this somebody’s wife?" 

· And if David were at a spiritually sensitive place with God, this statement would have stopped him in his tracks… 

· This is someone’s wife; this is someone’s daughter. What am I thinking? But instead, he just hits the accelerator and floors it.

Maybe some of you are facing this same kind of spiritual warning light. You’ve gone beyond just drifting… to where a specific temptation has taken form in your mind.  

· Maybe you haven’t crossed many or even any lines yet, but you know part of you wants to. 

· Will you stop and think about what comes after you ignore that first spiritual light.  Is that what you’re heart was longing for?  It never is.

· Have you noticed yourself flirting with someone at work? Have you just seen how those looks have turned to lust… and how those lusts turn to fantasy?
· Have you been flirting with some of those emails that you just know will link you to a porn site?

You see, when we choose to hear that inner voice rather than ignore it… we’re not only choosing to honor God… 

· Instead, we’re also choosing to live the kind of life that reflects the kind of person we desire to be.

· It’s because we’ve considered what the consequences are of mishandling this part of our lives… 

· Broken intimacy with the person I love most in this world... The kind of shame that could cause me to hide from the God whom I love so much…

· A hurtful legacy that could damage the children who overwhelm me with love... 

· How it would cause me to become a hidden person, which I most want to avoid. 

I’m not always that man, but I do know the kind of man I want to be. And I don’t know what the right word is, but I want to encourage you, I want to challenge you, I want to implore you…

· Whatever the area of your life is where you struggle, go to your Father… and pour your heart out to Him.  Tell Him again what’s going on inside.

· When that inner warning light comes, don’t ignore… don’t get angry at it… don’t judge the person offering it…

· Instead… find a quiet place… embrace the God who loves you so much… put your head on His chest… and expose to Him to cry of your heart.

“David… this is somebody’s wife; this is somebody’s daughter.” And yet, he passes right through this crossroad, asking his messengers to bring Bathsheba to him anyway. 

· Up to this point in the story, everything works the way that David plans: he sees, he wants, he inquires, he finds out, he sends for her, he sleeps with her, and then he sends her home. 

· And then something happens that’s not in his script. Look at verse 5. 

· “The woman conceived and sent word to David, saying, ‘I am pregnant.’"  Think he counted on that? 

You see, sin always sets in motion spiritually destructive forces that you can rarely control no matter how in control you think you have. 

· It may be external forces — pregnancy, legal trouble, or something like that. 
· It may be internal forces — the loss of integrity, the loss of character, the loss of innocence.  But sin will set into motion forces that you cannot control.

· And this brings David to the next defining moment, to the next crossroad. 

3.  How You Respond After the Line has Been Crossed?  
So, how will we respond when we do choose to race past those warning lights and begin to see the painful consequences unfold? 

· At this point, David could throw himself to his knees. He could confess to God and to Bathsheba and to Uriah and to his people what he had done and repent and try to set things right. He could do that… but he doesn’t. 

· Instead, still thinking he can still control things, he decides to go down an even darker road. 

· READ 2 Samuel 11:6-12

David’s plan is to have Uriah sleep with his wife so that, when he returned again from the war, he’d believe the child was his own.

· But Uriah had too much integrity as a soldier to do that… and so, once again, David was loosing control.
· So how far is David willing to go? As far as he had to.  In verse 14 we read, "In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it with Uriah." 

· In it he told Joab to put Uriah in the front line where the fighting was fiercest… and then withdraw from him so he’d have no chance of survival.

· It always amazes me when I read this… how David sends Uriah to carry his own death warrant to Joab.

David is willing to commit murder if he has to. Understand… this isn’t a moment of passion.  This is calculated, cold-blooded murder. And he’s willing to draw in his military chief of staff as an accessory. 

· This is the same mouth that sang songs to God and prayed prayers to God and defied Goliath in God’s name. 

· Later, in verse 18, David gets word that “Uriah the Hittite was killed."
· You see, when faced with how to respond to his sin, rather than cry out to God in repentance, David committed himself to a strategy of cover-up. 

· And always the consequences of sin will lead to one of two results… either repentance, confession, & restitution; 

· Or cover-up & more sin. Always… it leads one way or the other.

A guy in high school watches television when he ought to study, and then he lies to his parents about not studying. 

· Then he cheats on the test to avoid flunking. And then he feels a little guilty about cheating and a little jealous about kids that do better than him, so he gossips about them to feel better about himself. 

· A married woman finds herself attracted to a man at work… she begins to look for opportunities to “bump” into him.  

· She even lies to her husband about why she’s going into work early… knowing that its just about getting in a few moments with the guy before the workday really begins.  

· You see, unconfessed sin always takes root… and those roots will dig as deep as they can go.

So the, in verse 27, after a time of mourning, David sends for Bathsheba once more and marries her. 

· In his mind, he’s done it. He’s gotten away with it and nobody would ever know.

· David thought that the great danger of his life was that somebody might find out. But, of course, that wasn’t his greatest danger. 

· His greatest danger was that no one would find out, and his heart and soul would be damaged beyond recognition… to where even his friends wouldn’t recognize him. 

That’s always the way it is with sin. We’re so afraid that someone might find out. 

· And yet, the greatest danger to you is not that someone finds out that you are hooked on pornography or that you’re in a unhealthy relationship…

· Your greatest danger is that nobody will find out… living a life of hiddeness and shame. 

But David is going to face one more crossroad.  In verse 27 we read, “But the Lord was very displeased with what David had done.” 

· David covered this one up from just about everybody. He could scam the court, he could fool the army, he could kill Uriah, he could marry Bathsheba, he could adopt the baby, and he could con the whole nation.

· But there is One who sees everything with utter clarity. And He will call us all into account… One whose justice will not be evaded… One who will not be taken in by the cleverest cover-up. 

· The fourth crossroad is…

4.  Pronouncement of God’s Displeasure 

This is his last chance. His heart is already growing so cold & hard. And so, in 2 Samuel 12:1 we’re told that the Lord sent his prophet, Nathan, to speak with David.  

· How will Nathan get past all of David’s defenses and the hardness of his heart?  

· We read in the text here that the baby had already been born… so David’s been living in this place for some time now.

· No doubt Nathan cried to God for wisdom… when God gave him this story to share.

· READ 2 SAMUEL 12:1-4

We read that when he finished the story "David burned with anger against the man and said to Nathan, ‘As surely as the Lord lives, the one who did this deserves to die! He must pay for that lamb four times over, because he did such a thing and had no pity.’" 

· David gets all fired up about this guy. "Well, how could anybody do such a thing?" 

· In the midst of all this darkness, David is capable of so much self-deception that he says, "As surely as the Lord lives" — listen to the spiritual language — "this man deserves to die."   

· It’s amazing how quickly we fall into “righteous indignation” when we’re caught in sin.  And why? Because it makes us feel righteous. 

Then comes one of the most courageous statements in Scripture. You imagine now what’s going on inside Nathan. He’s standing before the king, not just a friend or a peer. 

· This is not the same David that shepherded little sheep or that defied Goliath. This is a ruthless man. This is a liar, an adulterer, and a murderer. 

· He looks David in the eye and says, "You are the man, David…”
· “This is your sin. This is how far you have fallen. This is the depth to which you have descended. This is your heart. This is your story. You are the man."

And then for who knows how long, there is just silence.  I’m sure he thought to himself, “I took care of Bathsheba, and I took care of Uriah. I took care of Joab, and I took care of the army. And this is just one man, one prophet, one Nathan. I can take care of him. And if I get rid of him, I’m home free. No one will ever know.” 
· I expect a voice saying something like that occurred to David because he’s been listening to that voice for a long time now. 
· But somewhere, somehow, there was another voice in David… a voice of anger and deep displeasure from His God. 
· Who knows how long David stands at this crossroads — with those two roads before him.
But then, the heart that had been hard & cold & dead for so long just melted. 
· And the soul that had been walking in darkness for so long took its first weak, feeble step into the light. 
· And then, in verse 13, David cries out, "I’ve sinned against the Lord. I am the man. I am the man in your story, Nathan. I am the man who does not deserve to live. That’s my sin. That’s my story. I am the man."

Some of you are here this morning, and you need that same miracle in your heart. 
· Maybe you don’t even know it. Maybe like David, you’ve sat through messages and thought about the fallenness of other people.  
· But this morning, for whatever reason, you’re sensing the fallenness in your own heart.  
· You realize that, through a series of decisions, you’ve gotten yourself off course.
Maybe you remember the days of your greatest closeness to God… when you walked in such deep friendship and intimacy with Him.  
· But something has happened… you’ve drifted… maybe a little, maybe a lot. 
· I want to ask you now, this morning, will you do what David did? 
· Will you say to God right now, "I’m the man. I’m the woman. It’s my story, God, not my spouse, not the person sitting next to me. It’s my story."

I would like to give you a few minutes to do this. I’d like to ask you if you would just bow your heads for a minute and close your eyes. 
· And I want to give you a few moments to have as a time of confession just between you and God as you stand at your own crossroad this morning.
· Maybe you’ve been living spiritually adrift.  Maybe in your hurt, anger, or emptiness you’ve already made the move from temptation to action.
· Maybe you’ve already crossed the line… maybe in a small way… maybe in a very significant way.
Either way, God’s waiting for you right now to just come to him in humility and brokenness and say, "I’m the man. I’m the woman." 
· Whatever the area, just cry out... "I’m tired, God, of holding you off at arm’s length. I’m tired of having to walk with the kind of darkness or brokenness or guilt or cloud over me that I’ve been walking with. I just want to come home."

· Don’t resist him anymore. 

Listen to what Nathan says to David after he makes that confession… He says, “David, the Lord has put away your sin." 

· You need to hear that. The Lord has put away your sin. You can walk out of here this morning as someone who just experienced again… the grace of God. 
· Because of His love & grace, you can make your way into the New Year with renewed vision and passion and intimacy for Him.
You see, there’s never any reason for grace. It’s just because God is a gracious & loving God. 
· And that means that anytime somebody comes to him in sincerity of heart and says, "I’m the man. I’m the woman," God says, "I’m going to pour out love and grace in your life." 
· Oftentimes, God will still allow us to experience the consequences of our sin… He won’t always clean up our messes.  
· But He will clean our hearts of the shame & guilt that overwhelm us… so that we can again walk in His love, joy, and kindness.  Amen.
