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Cracking the DaVinci Code, Part 2
 May 28th, 2006

I don't know about you but whenever I watch a DVD of a movie that I like a lot, I typically go back and watch the extra features... usually the making of the movie or the history behind it.  

· For example, I got of kick out of the movie Catch Me if You Can where Tom Hanks plays to the part of Frank Abagnale who successfully passes himself off as a pilot, a lawyer, and a doctor!

· And so, because it was based on a true story, it was nice to watch all the extra stuff that spoke about the real Frank Abagnale. 

· Off the top of my head, I can remember doing this after watching, Hotel Rwanda, Remember the Titans, and A Beautiful Mind... all based on true stories. 

· Obviously, they include these "extra features" on the DVD because they know that people are interested in knowing more about the story… especially how much of it may be true.
Well, to one degree or another, I think people are wondering the same thing as they walk out of theaters around the world… wondering how much of what they just saw in the DaVinci Code is really based on historical fact. 
· Now I know that some people may react to that… saying that it’s just a fictional novel.  And yet, for Dan Brown, it’s more than that. 

· In an interview with Borders Books, Brown said, “One of the many qualities that make the DaVinci Code unique is the factual nature of the story.  All the history, artwork, ancient documents, and secret rituals in the novel are accurate, as are the hidden codes revealed in some of DaVinci’s most famous paintings.”
· In a Today Show interview, Matt Lauer asked Brown, “How much of this book is based on reality in terms of things that actually occurred?”  Brown answered, “Absolutely all of it. Obviously Robert Langdon is fictional, but all the art, architecture, secret rituals, secret societies… all of that is historical fact.”
Listen to what the President of Doubleday Books said in describing the DaVinci Code, which they published… “John Grisham teaches you about torts. Tom Clancy teaches you about military technology.  Dan Brown gives you a crash course in art history and the Catholic Church.”
· It blows me away that the President of a respected publishing house would elevate Brown as an expert in art history and the Catholic Church.
· Sandra Miesel, Medievalist/brilliant writer, wrote in Crisis Magazine, “So error-laden is the DaVinci Code that the educated reader actually applauds those rare occurrences where Brown stumbles (despite himself) into the truth.”
And so, as people finish the DaVinci Code novel or as they’re walking out of the film, many are going to ask…
· Are there other ancient documents about Jesus besides what we have in the New Testament? 
· Are they more reliable than what we have in the Scriptures? 
· Was Jesus married? Was his wife Mary Magdalene? Did they have a child? Was Leonardo DaVinci part of a secret organization that knew about this?
· Do we know why the New Testament includes the books that it does? Was Jesus human or divine? 
· What was the Holy Grail, really, and how much time will it take for us to sort all this out? 

· And, as I shared last week, there really are answers to these questions… “Yes. No. No. No. No. No. Yes. Both. Who knows?” and “Twenty-five minutes.” 
Well, what I’d like to do this morning is to give an overview of some of the key issues and allegations raised in the DaVinci Code… and then, over the next three weeks, go into each them in more detail.  So, let’s get into them…

1.  What role did women play in the development of the Christian faith? Was early Christianity an attempt by men to gain control over women as DaVinci Code teaches?

The irony of this question is that one of the most revolutionary things about Jesus was the counter-cultural way He dealt with women. 

· If you go back and read the Gospels, you’ll see that the way Jesus related to women was radical for that day and age… where men by no means considered women to be their equal. 

· One ancient rabbinic saying was that it was “better for the Torah to be burned than for it to be taught to a woman.” I'm not kidding! 

· A prayer given by pious Jewish men of that day went like this, "Thank you God that I am not a Gentile, a Dog, or a Woman." And it was prayed in order of preference! 

· Dogs were more highly valued! That's how strong the sentiment was against women. 

In fact, there was actually a group of rabbis who were so committed to this way of thinking that not only would they not talk to a woman or teach a woman for fear of being defiled by them, they would not even look at a woman. 

· And, if out of the corner of their eyes they accidentally saw a woman come into view they would close their eyes until they were sure she’d be gone from their line of vision. 

· Now as a group, they disappeared relatively quickly since they were always falling off cliffs or running into trees or buildings! How ridiculous they must have looked! 

· But this is true they would rather hurt their bodies than look at a woman.

Now with that aspect of Jesus' culture in mind listen to this portion of the Gospel of Luke: "After this Jesus traveled about from one town and village to another proclaiming the good news of the Kingdom of God. The Twelve were with him and also some women who had been cured of evil spirits and diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) from whom seven demons had come out; Joanna, the wife of Cuza, the manager of Herod's household, Susanna, and MANY others." (Luke 8:1-3)

· Now those words would have been shocking to anyone in the first century. I mean, Jesus formed a little community and it was made up of men and women who traveled together… studied and learned together… and ministered together. 

· Do you have any idea how counter cultural that would have been back then? Can you imagine the kind of rumors that spread? 

· The point I am making is that the Gospels teach that Jesus did not exclude women from ministry. 

· Far from it… Jesus was always surprising His disciples by the way He would speak with, teach, listen to, and be approachable to women.

The DaVinci Code says that pagan religions such as those of Rome gave greater honor to women than Christianity did because they had goddesses as well as gods. 

· “Two thousand years ago, we lived in a world with gods and goddesses. Today we live in a world solely of gods.  Women in most cultures have been stripped of their spiritual power.” Dan Brown at danbrown.com.

· But the reality is that in its early centuries, in spite of the fact that there was pagan goddess worship, women were not treated well.  In fact, countless were forced into temple prostitution and even sacrificed.

· Truth is, women came into the church in huge numbers… rejecting the pagan gods and goddesses in order to embrace Jesus Christ and to be part of His community.

After one church was seized during a period of persecution in 303AD one ancient document detailing the raid reports that sixteen male tunics were found… indicating that there were at least sixteen men who were part of that early body of believers. 

· But, thirty-eight veils were found, all of which would have been worn by women, plus eighty-two women's tunics, forty-seven pairs of female slippers and six copies of Oprah magazine. 

· I made up the magazine thing but the rest is true. The point is that in the formation of the early church, women were very much respects.  After all, Jesus’ mother, Mary, was highly esteemed as was Mary Magdalene.  Women even helped form the church in places like Philippi.

· Now I will ay that historically, the Church CAN be faulted for devaluing and even subjugating women… but not as part of any conspiracy theory.  Just know… that WONT happen here!
· Again, we’re going to look at this in depth in just a few weeks.
2. Another question that people will be asking is: "Who is Jesus? Was He God?"

Now Brown's story says that Jesus was just a man and that no one believed Jesus was any more than a man until 300 years after His death. 

· Brown claims that the doctrine of the deity of Christ was "invented" by Constantine at the council of Nicea in 325 A.D. 

· Langdon’s so-called friend, Sir Teabing… an expert in all things related to the Holy Grail says to Sophie, "Until that moment in history, Jesus was viewed by His followers as a mortal prophet a great and powerful man, but a man nonetheless. A mortal." 

· Brown's story also says that the early church knew Jesus was just a man but that they covered that up because they wanted people to think He was divine. 

· And, to further this "false teaching," the men who met at the Council of Nicea purposely omitted any gospels that describe Jesus as a man and only allowed books in the Bible that teach Jesus was divine.

Well, this doesn't make any sense because the Gospels in our New Testament speak of the human aspects of Jesus' life all the time. 

· I mean, at Christmas we celebrate the fact that, as Luke tells us, Jesus was born in a manger as a real baby who experienced the same kind of physical birth every human does. 

· The Gospels also teach that like you and me, Jesus wept when He was sad and showed His anger when He was upset. Our Gospels say He got hungry and thirsty just as we do. He got tired and needed sleep. 

· When the thorns pierced His brow they pierced real skin, drew real blood, caused real pain.

And yet the real irony is that the later non-eyewitness Gnostic accounts of Jesus' life the "secret books" that The DaVinci Code esteems include wild stories, tales that make Jesus look far less human than the New Testament gospels do. 

· For instance, in one of these Gnostic books, the boy Jesus makes some pigeons out of clay, says some magical words, and the pigeons turn into real birds and fly away. 

· Another Gnostic account tells of a time that when the boy Jesus gets into a fight with another boy. Jesus curses the other boy who immediately dies. OOPS! 

· In one Gnostic story, after the crucifixion Jesus comes out of the tomb but now He's real big as big as Paul Bunyan. 

· And after He comes out of the tomb the cross comes out of the tomb too and it speaks. Imagine that a talking cross it's like something out of a bad Disney video.

Another thing… the Gospels don't present Jesus as a single man as a way to cover up His humanity as The DaVinci Code asserts. No, the New Testament presents Jesus as a single man because that's what He was. 

· Browns' story insists Jesus must have been married because as a Rabbi he would have no other choice but to get married.

· Now if you remember, this was an argument I made when I said that I thought Paul had been married… because he was, as the NT says, a “rabbi of rabbis.”

· But Jesus was not a rabbi in any formal sense.  Instead, his followers called him teacher… and if he was called a rabbi, it was only because of the religious authority he carried. 

· At the same time, there were entire communities like the Essenes where celibacy was practiced. Plus, leading prophetic figures like Jeremiah and John the Baptist were single. 

So is it possible that Jesus was married?  Well, let’s just say that since marriage is a holy union b/t man and a woman, invented by God, conceptually I don’t have a problem with it.

· Since we’ll be getting into this in a few weeks let me just say that there is just not a thread  of evidence from any source that suggests that Jesus was married to Mary Magdalene or anyone else.

· I’ll show you some of the sources Brown uses to make this claim… and you’ll see how ridiculous they are.

Beyond that… Jesus had a mission to accomplish and He understood this at a very early age. Do you remember His response to His parents when they lost Him in the temple? 

· Jesus said, "I must be about My Father's business." 
· Jesus new He had a mission to fulfill, one that would end in His death, resurrection, and ascension.
· And, on top of that, the truth is, Jesus was already betrothed.  As we’ll see in the Book of Revelations, the church is called the very Bride of Christ.
Getting back to the idea that Jesus was not regarded as divine until 300 years after He died… know that it just doesn't square with the facts. 

· The eye-witness Gospel writers repeatedly told of how Jesus did things that only God could do… calm a storm at sea, feed 5000 with a lunch intended to fill the belly of a small boy, heal the sick, and even raise the dead! 

· The apostle Paul, who most scholars would agree wrote within a few decades of Jesus' life wrote these words: "For in Christ all the fullness of God lives in bodily form" (Colossians 2:9)

· In the Gospel of John, written within three decades of Jesus' crucifixion, says, "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God and the Word was God and the Word became flesh and lived among us."
· Later in the Gospel of John, it says that Thomas looked at the Risen Jesus and says, "My Lord and my God!" (John 20:28) So the divinity of Jesus was not invented in 325AD.

3. One final question people may be asking is: "Can we trust the Bible?

This question is very likely to come up because Brown's story line says the Bible as we have it was put together solely to subjugate women and to consolidate Constantine's power. 

· In the book Teabing's character states, "The Bible is a product of man, not of God. History has never had a definitive version of the book. The Bible as we know it today was collated by the pagan Roman Emperor Constantine the Great in 325A.D at the council of Nicea." 
· Leonardo DaVinci once wrote, “You do ill if you praise, but worse if you censure, what you do not understand.”  Well, Brown certain proves his lack of understanding on this one.

· The New Testament began with the oral teaching of Jesus. In fact, "teacher" is the title given Him more than any other because His words struck a chord with people… they were amazed not only at what Jesus did but at what He said. 

· They remembered and talked about His "lessons." In fact, do you remember what the soldiers said about Jesus? "No one ever spoke the way this Man does.
Now of course back then people didn't have tape recorders. They didn't have sermon notes with blanks to fill in when they listened to Jesus preach like we do each week. 

· So, at first His powerful teachings and miracles were shared by memory. But after His resurrection and ascension early Christians realized that they would need to write down all that Jesus said and did to preserve it for future generations. 

· When this time came God helped them do this with the help of the Holy Spirit of God. 

· In John 14:15-16 Jesus said, "All this I have spoken while with you. But the Counselor, The Holy Spirit Whom the Father will send in My name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you." 

· Men like Paul and Matthew and James wrote the things God's Spirit reminded them of things He inspired them to write down. 

· Their writings were circulated among the first churches, and people who read them recognized the fact that these words were not the words of man but of God.

· Now, their decision to recognize a gospel or a letter as Scripture was based on 3 basic criteria.

A. First, it had to be connected to one of the apostles. It had to be written by an apostle or by a student or associate of one of the apostles.

The four gospels we have in the New Testament meet this requirement. Matthew was one of Jesus' first twelve followers, also known as Levi, a tax collector. 

· Mark was written by Jon Mark a student of the Apostle Peter. And yes, he is the same Jon Mark who was the missionary companion of Paul and Barnabas. 

· Luke was known as the "beloved physician," a good friend of the apostle Paul. He carefully interviewed eyewitnesses to Jesus' life and ministry as a source of his Gospel. 

· In the first few words of Luke's gospel he writes, "Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled among us, just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants of the word. Therefore, since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, it seemed good also to me to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught." (Luke 1:1-4) 

· And then, John is the gospel that was written by John the disciple; the one sitting on Jesus' right in Da Vinci's painting himself one of those eyewitnesses Luke refers to.

By the way, the other books in the New Testament such as the letters of Paul or the letters of John, meet this same criteria. They were written by actual eye-witnesses of Jesus' life and ministry, or by people who interviewed eye-witnesses. 

· This conviction is what John was talking about when he began his Gospel by saying, "We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son, Jesus Christ." (1 John 1:3)

· This is what Peter was referring to when He wrote in his epistle, "We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty."(2 Peter 1:16)

B.  Another thing it is important to understand that most scholars would agree that all the books in our New Testament were written within maybe 30 to 60 years after Jesus died. 

· In other words, they were written while there were still eyewitnesses around who could challenge every word that was in them. So when these books were written and circulated, they were read by people who were alive when Jesus was. 

· They were circulated around people who would have been able to say, "No. It didn't happen that way. I was there." if something was inaccurate.

Now The DaVinci Code says there were many other ancient books about Jesus' life and suggests that the church was and has been trying to cover them up for thousands of years now. 

· And yes, there were other ancient books that referenced our Lord's life and ministry but all of these books were written much later. 

· In some cases they were written many centuries after Jesus long after that "eyewitness generation." 

· In fact, these "gospels" were often given fictitious and misleading names like "The Gospel of Mary" and "The Gospel of Peter" to make them seem authoritative, even though they were written long after Mary or Peter had died.

But, for the church to accept a gospel or letter as Scripture, it had to be written either by an eye-witness or by someone who interviewed one first hand.

· And these false gospels referred to as Gnostic gospels just don't pass this test. For example, The Gospel of Thomas it says this, "Simon Peter said, 'Let Mary leave us, for women are not worthy of life.' Jesus said, 'I myself shall lead her in order to make her male so that she too may become a living spirit resembling you males. For every woman who will make herself male will enter the kingdom of heaven.'" 

· Aren't you men glad that one didn't make it into the Bible? 

· This is just one sample of the kinds of things you find in these books so it's no wonder that the early church rejected them outright.

C. And then here's a third criterion that was applied. In order for a book to be included in the canon of Scripture, it had to have widespread influence in churches all over the world, and had to have continuous acceptance and use by the church at large.

The Gospels and the other books that we include in the New Testament today are the only ones that fit these three standards. 

· One historian puts it like this; "None of the non-canonical gospels comes close to these criterion in date of composition, breadth of distribution or proportion of acceptance." None of them comes close! 

· And the idea that we have the New Testament Gospels today because Constantine put them together in 325AD for political purposes is way off the mark. 

· The reality is that by 325AD these books that we revere as God's Word had already been guiding followers of Jesus for centuries. 

· More than one hundred years before Constantine, a man by the name of Origen said, "The four gospels Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, are the only undisputed ones in the whole church of God throughout the whole world."
Honestly guys… go to Barnes and Noble or Borders and look through the Gospel of Thomas or Philip… and you’ll see that they’re just straw that can be blown in the wind. 

· Then pick up the Bible and you’ll see why the writer of Hebrews said that it is, "living and active, sharper than any double-edged sword, able to penetrate even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; judging the thoughts and attitudes of the heart." (Hebrews 4:12) 

· You know, on many of the posters and trailers for the DaVinci Code there is a tag line that reads, “Seek the Truth.”

· Well, I want to encourage you to do the same… seek the truth.  But remember that the TRUTH of Christianity isn’t embodied in an ideology, or philosophy, or even a theology. 

· The Truth of Christianity is embodied in Jesus Christ who said, in John 14:6, “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life.”
“Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me. 7"If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; from now on you know Him, and have seen Him." 8 Philip said to Him, "Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us." 9Jesus said to him, "Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how can you say, 'Show us the Father'?” John 14:6-9
