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Let me ask you… Why in the world would someone specifically remember buying a bottle of Coca-Cola on a particular day 22 years ago?  

· Well… I remember, because Coke had spent months advertising the release of their new and improved Coke… a formula they were convinced would win people’s hearts over Pepsi.

· Not that its made any difference on the waistline… but I’ve always been diet Coke guy anyway.  But with all the hype, I figured I’d give it a try. 

· So, I poured an ice-cold glass and took a big gulp… and thought to myself, "this stinks!"

· But like I shared last week… I was apparently in the minority.  Most people really liked it. 

· And yet, the real Coke loyalists out there, mostly from the southeast, led a nationwide movement to pressure Coke to reintroduce the original formula.

Well, after three months of public outcry, not to mention class-action lawsuits and massive ad campaigns against them, the top brass sat down and decided that they’d better get back to the original formula or else they’re going to sink.

· And so Coke Classic was introduced… and with that, Coca-Cola’s market share began to not only rise, but beat out Pepsi once and for all. 

· Now, I'm not sure if it still says it, but back then, when you bought a can of Coke Classic it said something like, "Unique, refreshing Coke Classic… the original formula…"  

Well, this morning, I’d like to continue talking about that original formula that makes up “Classic Vineyard!”

· Last week, we focused on the three core priorities God gave to John Wimber as the Vineyard movement was given birth in May of 1982. 

· Several years earlier, John was pastoring a Calvary Chapel in Costa Mesa and became friends with Ken Gulliksen, another Calvary pastor, who planted a church he called the Vineyard.

· Ken attracted so many of the hippie generation… not only b/c he was one… but because his message seemed to echo over and over again the Father heart of God.

· A lot of the early Christian musicians… from Larry Norman and Randy Stonehill… to Keith Green… all attended the Vineyard.

· In fact, when Keith Green died in that plane crash, along with him was an entire family about to plant a Vineyard church in Connecticut.

· It was during these days, back in 1980, that Ken that led Bob Dylan to the Lord.  The Vineyard was his church home for several years.

It didn’t take long for Ken’s church to turn into four… it was clear that God was doing something very unique through these Vineyard Churches…

· But seeing how God was working in and through him, Ken asked John if he’d be willing to oversee this group of Vineyard Churches who had, by this time, already left Calvary Chapel.

· Within just four years, those four churches grew to two hundred.

· And, twenty-five years later, there are nearly 650 Vineyards in the US… and another 550 in over fifty countries around the world.

And yet, those “critical ingredients” that make up Classic Vineyard… those things that have become part of our very DNA as a movement… were things God was speaking to John and Carol for years.

· More than anything… their hearts were drawn to worship God. They simply worshipped… because He is worthy... because of who He is.  

· It was never seen as any kind of warm-up for the message, or offering, or ministry time. It wasn’t a means of “working-up” a crowd… It wasn’t a time to “get happy” or get anything!

· They never said, “let’s worship God until He shows up and does this or that.”  

They didn’t even worship as a way or inviting God’s power and presence... they simply worshipped… because of who He is.  

· It was for them… as it is for us today, an end in itself.

· Just listen to the words of the songs he wrote (Spirit Song, Isn’t He).  John clearly saw loving and worshiping Jesus as our ultimate calling.

· It’s why Rick Warren wrote, “I will remember John Wimber as a man who truly loved Jesus more than anything else.”
I shared last week how all of this came to intersect with my life.  While Joyce and I were living in Tajikistan, our friend, who was a part of John’s Vineyard church in Anaheim, modeled all this in his day-to-day life.

· There were only a dozen or so of us in the country… with only a few known Tajik believers.  And yet, Glen’s bottom-line was always worship.

· In fact, we’d regularly get together as a team and worship till 3 or four in the morning.  Really… we’d all come with our kids in their pajamas… and just worship! 

· Carol Wimber once said of those early days, “We wanted to see what the Lord would do if we didn’t restrict Him.”  I think that was on our hearts as well.

· There was no agenda other than worship… and yet, as He inhabited our praises, something always did seem to happen.

· Not only did we see a church planted… but they really caught on to that heart of worship. (Story of Muallim… dancing; “Little mountain!”)

· Even now, the Vineyard church in Dushanbe, Tajikistan, is leading a monthly worship event in a local park… giving away what John passed down to us.

You know, when John began teaching his class on signs and wonders at Fuller seminary, it seemed as though the whole world suddenly knew who he was.  

· Christianity Today described him as someone whom God was working powerfully through… especially in the area of healing and evangelism.

· And yet, as much as God was using him, he never took any of the credit.
· John used to say, "I do what I do. I preach the gospel. I lay hands on the sick. God will heal them or He won’t. Shame on me if I don’t do what I do, but He’s responsible for what He does or doesn’t do. We’re just following directions. There’s only one ministry in the world, and that’s the ministry of Jesus.”
In fact, a president of an evangelical seminary once introduced him saying, "John Wimber is the greatest theologian of the 20th century." 
· John just went up to the mic laughing, saying "Really, I’m just a fat saxophone player trying to get to heaven."
· For him, the bottom-line was worship. All the rest is what He chose to do once He showed up!  There was never any manipulation (as if you could manipulate God)… never any hype… just authentic worship.

You see, I’m sharing these things because they begin making sense of various ingredients that go into Classic Vineyard.
· Already, you can see why we value worship so much… why we spend as much time as we do in worship… why we sing songs written to God rather than about God.
· Already you can see why we’re so not into titles here… because this isn’t about me… I’m not the center of all that happens here… He is.  I’m not the head of this church… He is.
· Yes… I hope you would respect me as your pastor… but no more so than I respect and love you for all that God has called you to be and do.

Beyond that desire for intimate worship with God… for the presence of God, Wimber was utterly committed to community… but not just in how we relate to ourselves, but how we relate to the world around us.

Way ahead of his time, Wimber borrowed language from social set-theory to explain what he believed  God was calling us to.

· In fact, he spoke about three different kinds of sets. First, there was the Fuzzy set… where the church is all about everyone feeling good, doing their own thing.  

· It may seem nice at first… sort of like a bunch of newborn puppies cuddled up together in a little box.  And yet, God has called us to more than that.

· The second set is the Bounded Set, which is a church whose culture is centered around who is in… and who is out.  

· In other words… you either embrace our church culture and believe/behave like us… or you will remain outside the set.  It’s very much a “them vs. us” mentality.

· VIDEO CLIP: Wimber Goes to Church (Ch.4, 00:19:16.15

But what Wimber dreamed of was what he called the Centered Set model, where people are drawn together by a shared dream and a common set of values… with the center being a deeper, more intimate relationship with Jesus.

· In other words, we’re all on a journey toward that place of deeper intimacy with Jesus… even though we may all be in different places.  

· The important thing isn’t whether you are inside or outside the box… but whether you are heading toward the center.

· And so, for our church, for example, we have a strong conviction that church is a place where you can belong even before you believe.

· You see, that’d be impossible in the Bounded Set where you are either in or out.  

We also have a strong conviction that the church is a refuge for the world… not from the world. 

· Guys… this is important… because as much as we have been called to be that refuge for the world, the truth is, without being a centered-set community, all the church has become is like a medieval fortress with the draw bridge up and with wide moats circling around us to protect ourselves and our children from… them!
· Listen guys… we know the refuge mentality is all about protecting ourselves from the world. 

· But even if in our church that Refugee Mentality is only a little true… then who are the few that we are going to keep out?

If a young man came in with so many piercing that his body looked like an ad for fishing tackle… or if we meet him on the street… 

· Do we love and connect with him… or do we automatically hide our children from him?

· If two gay men walked into this church on a Sunday morning searching for God… would they discover this to be a welcoming place where they can attend as they seek God for their many questions regarding their lifestyle?  

· What if Jimmy Carter loving, anti-war, anti-Bush, dare I say, open-border, anti-Fox News, universal healthcare social democrat came to our church, would he or she find a bounded set or a centered set?

· In other words, using different language, the question Wimber was asking was “can people belong before they believe?”  

And, to that question, let me just say as strong as I can.  We WILL be a community that welcomes anyone seeking after God… no matter how far off they might be to receiving Him into their lives.

· Folks… we can’t wash the feet of a dirty world if we wont touch it... we wont ever reach people till we love more than we hate... 

· Till we love homosexuals more than we hate homosexuality… till our love for people outshines our political allegiances… Until our love for people outshines our judgment of people.

· Till we love that teenager riddled in tattoos and piercing more than we hate the rebellion we think that represents. Till we love the way Jesus loved.
Kingdom & Compassion

But understand that what motivated John in all of this wasn’t simply a heart for the world around him… it was his understanding of what a Kingdom Community was to be.

· When Jesus began his ministry here on earth, He stood up in temple and read from the prophet Isaiah.  He said,

18"The Spirit of the Lord is on me,

because he has anointed me

to preach good news to the poor.

He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners

and recovery of sight for the blind,

to release the oppressed,

19to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."
Jesus put the scroll in its place and sat back down.  And then, with everyone glued to Him, Jesus said, “Today, this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing”.
· Nothing Jesus said could have been more powerful and controversial than those words.

· But those words do perfect job in expressing the mission of Jesus…

· He came to proclaim the good news that the rule and reign of God had come into this world in fierce opposition to the ruler of this world and that He was the Anointed One set apart to destroy the ultimate power of this world, sin and death.
· And He came to demonstrate the good news by giving sight to the blind and releasing the oppressed.  Where Jesus would come and, as 1 John 3:8 says, “destroy the works of the evil one.”
· You see, Jesus didn’t come to simply preach the good news of the Kingdom to the poor… but to demonstrate the Kingdom out of His love and compassion and mercy.
So Jesus both proclaimed the Kingdom and He demonstrated the reality of the Kingdom of God by healing the sick, casting out demons, and raising the dead.

· We typically call these things “signs and wonders” but what are they signs of?  They are signs of the KoG breaking into our world… that God had come to take back what rightfully His…

· In fact, each and everyone of these miracles is a foreshadowing and promise of what the fullness of the Kingdom of God will bring when Jesus comes back to finish the job, forever destroying Satan, sin, and death.

In other words… the miracles Jesus performed were simply “signs” of what we would experience when the fullness of the Kingdom is established.  So…

· casting out demons signals God’s invasion of the realm of Satan, and Satan’s final destruction.

· Healing bears witness to the end of all suffering

· Miraculous provisions of food tell us about the end of all human need

· Jesus’ restoration of the broken speaks of the fact that one day there will be no more tears, no more pain, no more fear, and no more shame.

· And raising the dead announces that death will be forever done away with for those who believe.

In giving sight to the blind, Jesus is showing the world the depth of the Father’s love and compassion.

· In preaching good news to the poor and releasing the oppressed, Jesus is telling them that the Father hasn’t forgotten them.

· In every expression of Jesus’ compassion, we get a more profound glimpse into the heart of the Father.

· You see, we can never forget that signs and wonders are expressions of God’s compassion and mercy.  

· They flow from his concern for the poor, downtrodden, and oppressed.  

Signs and Wonders, therefore go hand in hand with ministering to the poor and oppressed, standing with those who have been beaten down, segregated, and harassed.

· Bottom-line, these miracles show us what the Kingdom of God is like… it reveals glimpses of God’s love, peace, and joy.

· And so, Wimber saw the church not simply as a community of believers but as the Community of the King… 

· Called to bear His message and continue His ministry as the Spirit-Empowered Community of Hope in a despairing world…

· Not just preaching the Word, but demonstrating the word.  No just proclaiming the Kingdom… but demonstrating the Kingdom.

· Its always about the Word & the Works… the Message & the Ministry.

· This is why we make time for ministry at the end of each service… its why we talk so much about praying for the sick.

You see, there’s a big harvest outside that door… He’s given us authority to go to them… to feed the poor, heal the sick, bring peace to the brokenhearted

· There are people in our lives who need mercy… perhaps they don’t even see their need for it… perhaps they don’t even deserve it.  

· But did Jesus forgive because we earned it or b/c we’re wonderful, flawless people?  No!  He forgave us because He is a merciful, gracious God.

· That’s why we WILL be a church that not only basks in God’s mercy… but a church through whom God’s mercy flows to world desperate for His compassion.

DOING WHAT THE FATHER’S DOING

So how do we do that? How do “Do the Stuff,” as Wimber liked to put it? For John, it was simply a matter of “Doing what the Father is doing.”  

· In John 5:19, Jesus says that He only does what He sees the Father doing.  Read that passage when you get home… “I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by Himself; He can only do what the Father is doing.”

· You see, all we can do as we live out our day to day lives is to simply participate in what God is already doing…

· But I’ll tell you… if you choose to tune into and then participate in what God is doing… you will find yourself bearing more fruit in ministry than you ever have.

· Wimber’s Story from the airplane… “Adultery.”  “Does the name, Jane, mean anything to you?”  Everyone weeping in cocktail area.  B/t Chicago and NY, both he and his wife came to Christ.

You see, Jesus says, in verse 17 that the Father is always at work.  He’s doing stuff here right now… in this church… in your heart… thru the worship, thru his message, to those you’ve prayed for…

· God is always at work!  The question is, can we tune into what that work is?

· Jesus then says, “and I too and working.”

· You see, there is a cooperative work b/t the Father and Jesus…

· Knowing that the Father is always at work, Jesus is inviting us, the church, into this same cooperative relationship.

When you go to Starbucks or Dunkin Donuts to get your coffee… know that the Father is at work there!

· We need to look around as we go about our day and be thinking, “My God is at work here,” “What are you doing here God?”

· This is the most profound ministry question you can learn to ask.  Wimber taught us this.

· “Father, What are you doing?” Sometimes He doesn’t clue you in, but sometime He does… and when He does, amazing stuff can happen.

· Ex. Lunch at Panera

CONCLUSION

