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As we’ve looked at the nature of the Kingdom through Scripture over the past six weeks, we’ve seen that the OT expectation was that when the Kingdom came, we would be launched out of this world into an eternal Kingdom age, where humanity would be restored once and for all, back into the purposes for which we were created… intimacy & friendship with God is His garden.

· We also saw, however, that the mystery proclaimed by Jesus was that the end of the world would break in before the world itself actually ended!

· That, in spite of the Jewish expectation of the Kingdom, the Kingdom of God would come in two stages…

· The first came in its inauguration… starting with the birth of Jesus, His ministry, death, resurrection, and ascension… and the outpouring of the Spirit.

· And yet, the Kingdom of God would only be consummated when Jesus comes again to destroy completely all the powers and rulers and authorities.

· As God’s people (or People of the Kingdom), we find ourselves living in this incredible tension between the present age and the age to come… between the “already” of the Kingdom and the “not yet” of the Kingdom of God.

If we find this tension confusing, imagine how confused Jesus’ disciples must have been!  Even as Jesus was about to ascend, the disciples asked Him (Acts 1:6), “Lord, will you at this time restore the Kingdom to Israel?”
· What they were essentially asking Jesus was, “Jesus, is this when all the shooting begins?  When you topple the Roman Empire and restore your Kingdom here on earth once and for all?”

· But Jesus’ answer should have reminded them of what He’s was trying to say for the past three years… that things were simply not going to happen the way they expected.
· He looks at them and says, “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be my witnesses to me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth” (1:8).

Maybe it was starting to make sense to them… maybe this is what God was saying in Isaiah 44:3-5… “For I will pour water on the thirsty land, and streams on the dry ground; I will pour out my Spirit on your offspring, and my blessing on your descendants.  They will spring up like grass in a meadow, like poplar trees by flowing streams.”
· Can you just see them trying to put all the pieces of the puzzle together?
· “Guys… what did Jesus say to us before He ascended?”

· Read Acts 1:3-5!  How many times have I shared that everything Jesus said and did… all that He proclaimed and demonstrated, spoke to in-breaking of the Kingdom of God.  And now… having come back and about to ascend to His throne in heaven, what is Jesus speaking about?!  The Kingdom!

· Do you think this Kingdom stuff important?!!!!

· Then He tells them to wait for what the Father had promised… the Holy Spirit.

And then what happens?  With a power and authority endlessly greater than the fires that swept southern California, The Holy Spirit shows up… like the mightiest wind and fire…

· And everyone present, as we read from Acts 2:4, was filled with the Holy Spirit… who also enabled them to speak in other languages.
· People from all around started running toward the house they were in to see what in the world was going on.  When they got there, they just stood in amazement… 
· “How are these people… all from Galilee… able to speak in all of our native languages about the wonderful things God has done?”  “How is this happening… and what wonderful things has He done??”

· Some people started wondering if they were just drunk… but I’m sure that didn’t explain anything.  How does being drunk teach you to speak in another language??  You wonder if they started to ask, “Maybe we’re drunk!”

Then Peter… the man who just weeks before had cowered even before children who were associating him with Jesus… in the power of the Spirit… tries to make sense of all that they and the crowds were experiencing and observing.

· And he begins saying, what you see this morning was explained to us centuries ago by the prophet Joel (in Joel 2:28-32), which says, 

· “In the last days, God said, I will pour out my Spirit upon all people.  Yours sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, and your old men will dream dreams.  In those days, (not “on that day”) I will pour out my Spirit upon all of my servants, men and women alike…”
· And he says that all these things were going to happen before that “great and glorious day of the Lord” (vs20).

· You see, the pieces are starting to fit together.  

· In His first coming, Jesus would come as God’s Anointed One to inaugurate the Kingdom of God… defeating the powers of this world… Satan, sin, and death.

· By His going, He would send His Spirit, inaugurating what we can call the “Spirit Age of the Church”.

And why would God do this?  Well… we already know that we will never really understand some of this.  
· But when I put the pieces of the puzzle together, it seems as though the reason God put this delay between the inauguration and consummation of the Kingdom, is to ensure that people, from every nation on earth, would have had the opportunity to hear this incredible Gospel of the Kingdom.

· What if the “Day of the Lord” had come at the resurrection of Jesus?  So much of the world would have never had the opportunity to respond, let alone hear, the Good News.

· And so, God allows this age to exist where all those who would give their lives in submission to Him as King… and crawl on His lap and embrace Him as Father… would be brought together as His “precious people”, His “holy nation” 

· And that the “assembly” of all those people who have come under His Lordship, would be called the Church.

And then, into that Church, He pours out His Holy Spirit to be present in and among His people… empowering His people to participate in what the Father is already doing to bring all the peoples of the world back to Himself… back into the Garden.

· He had already made His intentions clear throughout Old Testament history.

· We saw in Genesis 12, God’s promise to Abraham… “I will bless you so that in you all the nations of the world shall be blessed.”

· With that in mind, David writes in Psalm 67:1-2, “May God be gracious to us and bless us and make His face shine upon us… that His ways may be known on earth, His salvation among all people!”

· He restates this promise six times in the OT.  In Genesis 22:17, he not only makes this promise… but He swear by Himself that one day it will be fulfilled.

· Why would a God whose promises are always trustworthy and true swear and oath like this?  The writer of Hebrews, in Hebrews 6:17 explains that God did this so that we would never doubt His unchanging purpose to restore the crown jewel of His creation back to Himself.

God continues to express His heart for all the nations in the life and ministry of Jesus.
· At His birth, it is announced to the Shepherds, “I bring you good news of great joy for everyone!  The Savior… yes, the Messiah, the Lord, has been born tonight in Bethlehem.” (Luke 2:10-11)
· When John the Baptist saw Him, the first thing he said was, “Look!  There is the Lamb of God who comes to take away the sins of the world.” (Jn 1:29)

· When Mary and Joseph took Him to be dedicated in the temple, after beholding Jesus, Simeon said, “Lord, now I can die in peace!  As you promised me, I have seen the Savior you have given to all people.  He is a light to reveal God to the nations...”   (Luke 2:29-32)
· Even Jesus’ riding into Jerusalem on the back of a colt was a fulfillment of Zachariah’s prophesy in 9:9-10, which says, “Rejoice greatly… See your King comes to you, righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a colt… He will proclaim peace to the nations.  His rule will extend from sea to sea… to the ends of the earth.”
And He made it equally clear to us, as the church, that His heart was for all the peoples of the world… for all people… from our neighborhoods to the nations.

· In Acts 2:5 we’re told that the Gospel is for “every people under heaven.”
· In Matthew 28, Jesus calls His church to go into the nations.

· Even at Pentecost… have you ever wondered why the Spirit enabled them to speak in all different languages?  

· I would imagine that nearly everyone, if not everyone, there in Jerusalem, at the very least, knew Greek.  So why go through all of this?

· Because God wanted to speak in the heart language of all of those people there that day.
And from that, three thousand Jews that day embraced Jesus as their Savior… Jews from all parts of Turkey, Libya, Egypt, Arabia, and Rome.  

· These new followers of Jesus brought the message of Jesus back to their countries.

· Soon a multi-ethnic church was birthed in Antioch, a church out of which came Paul and Barnabbas, who were called by God to bring the Gospel to all peoples.  

· We read in Acts 11:21 that it was here in Antioch that the word “Christian” was first used… because of how deeply the believers there identified with Jesus… and made their aim to know Him and make Him known.

· We read in Acts 2:42 how these new communities, from Jerusalem to Antioch, began to devote themselves to the apostles teaching, fellowship, communion, and prayer.

· We also read in Acts 5:12-14 that, “The apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders among the people… and more and more men and women believed in the Lord and were added to their number.”

You know, most people can understand how Jesus was able to preach and demonstrate the Kingdom of God.  But what about the disciples?

· For 3 years Jesus taught the disciples how to minister from hearts of compassion and mercy… He taught them how to hear the Father, how to grow in dependence on the Holy Spirit, how to be obedient to God’s leading, and to believe that God performs miracles thru each and every one of them.

· In John 20:21-23, Jesus says to his disciples, “As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”

· In the same way the Father has sent Me, with the same authority given me, with the same power, so I send you to proclaim and demonstrate the Kingdom of God.

· But, they couldn’t do it in their own strength.  So, in the next verse, Jesus turns to them and, according to John, breathes on them so they are filled with the Holy Spirit.

And then, empowered by the Holy Spirit, they went out not only teaching what Jesus taught but doing what Jesus did…  healing the sick, setting the captives free.

· interesting that Luke says that the purpose of his Gospel had been to write about all that Jesus did and taught (Acts 1:1).

· Now, in the Book of Acts, which Luke also wrote, he continues the story of Jesus’ message and ministry, only now they are being done by the disciples.

· The implication here is clear.  That the continuation of Jesus’ ministry thru the disciples was the continuation of Jesus’ own ministry on earth… to bring people back to the Father.

But it wasn’t just the 12 apostles involved in doing what Jesus was doing and teaching…
· In Luke 10, we read about how Jesus sent out 70 of His many followers and sent them two by two ahead of Him… and when they returned, they were full of joy b/c through them so many were set free.

· I’m convinced that the reason Jesus sent out 70 was to demonstrate his heart to reach the 70 nations listed in Genesis 10.  It was a powerful statement showing His objective of reaching all the peoples of the world, not just the Jews.

So miraculous signs and wonders didn’t stop with Jesus… and they certainly didn’t stop with the disciples… but they continued on into the second generation of the church… 

· to people like Stephen, Ananias, and Philip… none of them apostles, yet they proclaimed and demonstrated the Kingdom (Acts 7-9).

· Notice that the Spirit led Philip to minister to an Ethiopian Eunich, a very important person who reported directly to the Queen.  

· He baptized that man who likely led many in Ethiopia to Christ (Acts 8).

· We later see people such as Barnabas, Silas, and Timothy continuing, in the power of the Holy Spirit, to embrace both the Words and Works of Jesus.

· When Paul told the Corinthian church “Be an imitator of me as I am of Jesus”, he was not just referring to belief but also to practice.

· Jesus prays for the sick, I pray for the sick, now you pray for the sick.

This torch continued to be passed down to a new generation of men and women… 

· such as Justin Martyr who wrote around 153 about large numbers of believers healing the sick and casting out demons.

· Or Irenaeus who wrote around 170 about how believers were operating in the prophetic and healing the sick.  He even mentions cases where the dead have been raised.

Our calling is the same calling He put on Abraham 4000 years ago, nothing has changed.  “I will bless you… to be a blessing.”

· He wants you and me to live in the fullness of our blessings in Christ.  He loves to bless us, to lavish on us His love and acceptance and freedom.

· But as long as there are empty seats at the banqueting table in heaven, He also calls us to share that blessing… the blessing of who He is, what He has done, and what He so passionately desires.

· He’s delayed the consummation of His Kingdom jus so that He could “woo” more and more people back to Himself…

· And those whom He draws back to Himself make us His Church over which He is the sole Head.  
Bound together as a spiritual family, the church is birthed as an interconnected body of believers whose lives are ordered around the person and mission of Jesus Christ.”
· God is a Missional God.  How can we be any less than a Missional people?

· How can we commit to any less than those things that our Father is so passionate about?

· And the reality is that the primary evidence that God offers the world is the church… authentic Christian Community…

· A community whose identity, relationship is in Him… a community shaped by the Holy Spirit to be that unique people called to live under the reign of our Mighty King and Loving Father.

But keep in mind that nowhere in the New Testament does it ever speak of the church, let alone individuals, building or extending the Kingdom.

· Jesus only speaks of an invitation to His creation to “enter the Kingdom” or to “receive” the Kingdom.

· When we as the church (as the People of God & Community of the Kingdom) do missions, we are simply responding to our Father’s invitation to participate in what He is already doing to bring humanity under His loving rule as Father and King.

· All of history is about a missional God… a Loving, Father King, in pursuit of humanity… to restore the crown jewel of His creation back to Himself… back into the intimacy of the Garden… to be His people!

And now that we, by His grace and love, have become His children, He’s asked us to participate in that pursuit.

· It is not a burden, but an incredible opportunity God has entrusted to the church… to be that unique people that bears His Message and continues His ministry in the world… to restore humanity back to the intimacy of the Garden.

· And while we do that, His heart is to empower us by His Spirit, and flood us with His love, peace, and joy.
· How could He make it any easier…

·  He woos us with His great love

· He gives us faith to believe in Him

· He gives us purpose with which to live our lives

· He gives us the will to choose His purpose

· He gives us the power to do that purpose

· And when we die, He rewards us as though we actually did something!

· You see, that’s just the best deal in town!

God’s on the move here in northern NJ… and He’s inviting us as His people to participate in what He is doing.  Will we accept His invitation?  

Yes Lord!







