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Building the Father’s House

March 21st, 2004
A few weeks ago, my daughters, Rebecca and Sarah, came up to me and asked me a question they’ve never asked me before.  They asked me if I liked being a pastor.

· I’m not sure why, but their question sort of caught me off guard.  To be honest, it was a hard week… the kind of week that could have made the answer an easy “no!”
· But the truth is, I really didn’t need to even think about my answer.  I love being a pastor… I love what it ultimately means to be a pastor…

· To be part of building the kind of church God would look forward to coming to each and every Sunday morning.
· To be part of building a community that centers its’ life around the Father’s love and nearness. 

· To be part of building a church that not only teaches what Jesus taught… but does what Jesus did… and that through us, people around us would find healing, mercy, compassion, and love.
You know, whenever you see a new house being built, you never quite know what it is going to look like.  And yet, you know that spread out on some table are the blueprints… that define what the structure of that house will one day look like.

· Well… just like that that house under construction, God has given us a set of blueprints that define for us the kind of church we will one day be.

· Two weeks ago, I shared with you what I believe the cornerstone is in terms of what God is making us to be… and that was a community passionate about the Father’s presence.
· This morning, I’d like to first share with you where the vision for this church came from… and then five things that I believe God is building into us, which will always define the kind of church He’s created us to be…
When Joyce and I returned from Tajikistan we spent a fair amount of time asking the Lord what He wanted us to do next.
· And I’ll never forget how, one day, He gave me a verse from Isaiah 66:1, where God spoke to the people of Israel saying, “Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool. Where is the house you will build for me? Where will my resting place be?”
· I read that and thought, “That’s it! We’re supposed to build a house for Him (not just me… but all those who come along with us) a place where God would love to come... a “resting place” for God!
· I felt like Kevin Cosner in the “Field of Dreams” 
And yet, I found myself asking Him… “What kind of church?” “What kind of place would you love to come to, God?”  
· I really sought the Lord on that one… really wanting to know His heart for this church.  Because if this was going to be His church… than I didn’t want to operating off my blueprints, but His.
· Within a day or two, I found myself reading Amos 9:11-12 where God says, “I will rebuild the Tabernacle of David which has fallen, and I will rebuild its ruins…”
· Then I turned to Acts 15 where James quotes this passage… but he doesn’t just quote it… but goes on to say that that the church is itself that restored tabernacle of David.
· In other words, when God stopped to consider what He would want His church to look like, His thoughts went back to that Tabernacle of David.

· But why? Why would God want the church to resemble that makeshift tent pitched in the back of David’s home?

There are three things that I believe made God love the Tabernacle of David so much… so much so that He would want His church to look like just like it.

· The first thing is that God loved the authentic worship that permeated that place day and night.  The Bible says that encircling the Ark of the Covenant, were groups of worshippers who ministered to the Lord 24/7 for 36 years.

· Secondly, unlike the incredible Temple of Solomon, there was no veil in the Tabernacle of David to separate the Ark of the Covenant, which represented God’s resting place, from God’s people.

· You see God never liked that veil.  He only established it to protect those who would approach it in an unholy manner.

· But God never wanted anything, especially a veil, to separate us from experiencing true intimacy with Him

· He hated that veil… because it created a distance b/t God and His people.  That’s why He ripped it from top to bottom in the temple of Herod once and for all, when Jesus died on the Cross of Calvary.

· So, God loved the 1authentic worship & He 2loved the fact that there was nothing that stood b/t Him and His people. 

And lastly, 3God loved the level of intimacy He shared with those who chose to rest in His presence there.

· We so often think about how much God wants us to spend time with Him that we forget just how much God wants to spend time with us!  

· In Jeremiah, God says, “I have loved you with an everlasting love… and I have drawn to Myself in lovingkindness”.
· You see, God not only loves us… but wants to be with us!
· We certainly saw this in the Garden… where God shows up each day to be with His kids…

· And we see it again in Revelations where we’re given a picture of heaven.  And one of the first things that is said to describe it is, “The home of God is now among His people!  He will live with them and they will be His people.  God Himself will be with them” Rev. 21:3
· You see in all of this just what God values more than anything else… dwelling among His children in intimacy.
So, we sensed God calling us to build Him a house, to plant a church.  And that church should express what God loves… authentic worship, nothing to separate us from intimacy with Him, and a passion for His presence.

· like the Tabernacle of David, we didn’t need to be overly concerned about religious forms… we just needed to be real.

· That was the calling God put on our hearts… and began putting on other people’s hearts.  
· You see, the dream God has put on us as a church has never been to build some elaborate mega-church, but to simply build a house for the Lord… a church that understand that growth is His job… while worship is ours.
· Well, its’ been 2.5 years since our first Sunday morning service.  And I am so thankful that God is continuing to form us, as a church, into that resting place He loves to come to.

What I’d like to do for the rest of our time is to just share with you some of those things I really see the Father building into our church right now… 
1.  He is building into us a deeper understanding of His love
From the very first page through the very last, the Bible seems to demonstrate one relentless passion… that is, the Father’s passion to see those whom He has created walk in intimacy with Him. 
· Even when the hearts of the Israelites had turned from God, the Lord said, in Isaiah 65:1, “I revealed myself to those who did not ask for me; I was found by those who did not seek me.  To a nation that did not call on my name I said, “here I am, here I am!”   
· The Father’s impassioned pursuit, to draw His people into an intimate, loving relationship is as true today as it has ever been before.  
· You see, it is and has always been God’s deepest desire that you and I walk in the garden with Him in intimacy just as Adam and Eve had once walked with Him in the Garden of Eden.  
David writes in Psalm 103, “The love of God is from everlasting to everlasting”.
· My daughter Sarah is such an adventurer.  Particularly when she was younger, I loved to watch her explore her world and watch her as she discovers a new smell or color.
· How often, when we were all children, when no one was watching, did we make some great discovery… perhaps when you first discovered your fingers or that if you pushed a little bit to one side, you could roll yourself over.  
· You see, God was there, delighting in every discovery you made.  The Father was there, with thoughts of love and delight too numerous to count. 
· There simply isn’t a given moment of any given day where the Lord isn’t participating in your life, thinking loving thoughts about you.  
· We just have no idea of the effect we have on God.  

· David’s son, Solomon, tries to portray this in the Song of Solomon where the bridegroom, who, in this passionate allegory, represents Jesus, says, “you have stolen my heart, you have stolen my heart”.  
I’ll tell you the truth… Rebecca and Sarah have so completely and utterly stolen my heart.  I love them so much… I love when they climb up on me to cuddle.  Though they really are a couple of mushes, sadly, it doesn’t always happen.  
· During the day, they tend to be moving a mile a minute.  But often, at the end of the day when they’re completely pooped, or when they’re sad, they’ll come up to me and plop themselves all over me, dousing me with lots of wonderful hugs and kisses.  
· But you know, as much as I love their expressions of love, I also cherish the opportunity they give me during those times to lavish my love on them.  
· Hearing them tell me they love me isn’t enough.  What I also love is when they just climb on my lap and give me the opportunity of expressing my love to them.

You see, that’s so much of what I believe God is building this church to be… that place He can come to… where His children live in His love and tenderness… and who make being in his presence their highest priority.
· I’ll tell you… when I close my eyes and consider where we might be in five years… the first thing I envision is our being that people who have truly responded to God’s invitation to “come”

· That our reputation wouldn’t relate to our size, the good looks of the pastor, or the quality of our worship… but that we would simply be known for the Father’s love we have learned to freely receive and the Father’s love we are privileged to freely give.
2.  He is building into us a deep understanding of our identity as sons & 
     daughters.
I think we all know that one of the greatest hindrances to living in God’s love and acceptance is the distorted image many of us have of ourselves.

· Rather than see ourselves as the object of God love and affection, we define ourselves by things such as our performance, what other’s think about us, by the struggles we face... lack of discipline, self-control, or whatever.  
· But God will always define you by the cry in your heart and the gift of righteousness we have in Christ.

· Look at David… for all David did… for all the many times he failed in his life… how would you say God ultimately defined Him, as a person, in the Bible?
· God did not define him by all the bad he still or all the things he struggled with… but rather… called him a man after His own heart.
· God knows you… He knows every thought… He knows things about you, good and bad, that you don’t even know about yourself.

· And yet… if He were to open the curtain of heaven and look into your face and speak to you… what do you think He would say?  He would look at you and say, “you have stolen my heart… You are altogether lovely… How beautiful is your love to me.”
I believe that God’s heart is to see this church be the kind of place that releases people to live in their new identity as His sons and daughters… and to be the kind of place that leads people back into their new identity.  Can you imagine the place of healing we would be?
3.  He is building us into a Caring Community.
As western believers, we tend to see our faith as such an individualistic, personal thing.  And yet, when we found that new life in Jesus, we were, at the same time, made part of a spiritual family.

· And yet, being in the community of faith is, as we’ve all experienced, is not without its difficulties and frustrations.  But that doesn’t negate what God has made us to be.

· In fact, the mark of community - true biblical community - is not the absence of conflict and difficulties but the presence of a reconciling spirit. 
· In our humanness we all do things to rub others the wrong way and to offend. We all, at times, will be hurt and we will hurt others. 
Imagine a group of porcupines marooned one bitter cold night in the middle of a large frozen field. There was no way to escape the biting wind. They could not borrow into the frozen ground... there was no place to hide or find warmth.
· As they huddled together to keep warm, their sharp quills began to pinch and hurt. The closer they moved together, the more the pain increased. 
· Some of the animals could not bear the pain and drew apart to sleep alone. In the morning they had frozen to death. 
· In our humanness there are times when we hurt each other and the tendency is to pull away and go it alone. 
· But, we were created not only for relationship with God… but for relationship with one another… as a community who order their lives around the Father’s love and presence.
As much as I know that there will be hurts and bruises given and received, I also believe, with all of my heart, that as we live in the Father’s love and grace… giving that grace away even to those who hurt and offend… will be something that can define us.
· And I will tell you… there are very few things that invite the Father’s manifest presence more than the presence of mercy and grace being extended to one another.
· You see, our being a merciful, caring community simply means that we reflect to one another all the blessing that God showers on us.  
· He gives mercy… and so, this will be a church that gives mercy.
· He gives grace… and so, this will be a church that gives grace
· He is caring & gentle… and so, we will be caring & gentle place
· He is real to us… and so, we will be real and authentic to one another.
· He offers forgiveness and compassion… and so, we will offer the same to one another.
· Every week, we have to opportunity, as a community, of expressing the Father’s Heart to one another… where we can love one another, encourage one another, pray with one another.
4.  He is building us into a Worshipping Community
When I look around at all of you worshipping, I see more and more how God really is making us into a worshipping people.

· To be a worshipping community is the ultimate calling God has put on our church.

· Think of all the incredible things the Father gives us… His love… His gifts…

· But the one thing He will never give us is worship.  Worship belongs to Him… it is the ONE thing we have to give back to God.

· That’s why, in this church, worship will always be about Him. 

· Carol Wimber once said, “Worship is not a vehicle to warm up the congregation for the preacher, or to soften the people up for the offering.  Worship comes from Jesus and goes back to Jesus from us.  Everything He gives to us… but worship belongs to Him.”

Did you ever think about what the Father needs to do in our lives, both corporately and individually, in order to make us into a worshipping community?

· Think about what worship is.  The Hebrew word, Shakah, means to fall or bow down.

· So, when David invites us, saying, “Come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord our God our Maker,” what He is inviting us to surrender, to give up… to declare bankruptcy. 

The other side of worship comes out in its’ Latin root, which means “worthship”.

· What I’m getting at is that for God to make us into a worshipping community, He has to bring us to that point of giving up trying to “do” life in our own strength… where we can see more clearly who we are up and against the backdrop of who He is.
· And to the degree that we grasp the reality of that… of who we are next to who He is… to that degree will worship.

· While we were worshipping some time ago, God gave me this picture of people walking into our church while we were worshipping… and the more we kept our gaze on Him… the more people came in and joined us in the worship.
· As a church, we never need to focus on growth.  Again… growth is His business… worship is ours.

5.  He is building us into a Missional Community
Back in Genesis 12, God tells Abraham His heart not only to bless His people, but to be a blessing to all the peoples on earth.
· You see, God wants to bless us… He wants us to live in all the riches of what it means to be His kids.  And so, He invites us to His banqueting table… to feast… on His love, His acceptance… everything.  

· And yet, as long as there are empty seats at that banqueting table, He is also asking us to participate in what He is doing to restore His most precious possession back to Himself… your neighbors… the people you work with… those in our neighborhoods… and across the nations.

His invitation to participate in what He is doing to restore humanity back to the intimacy of the Garden is not a burden we will put up with… but a wonderful opportunity we’ll always embrace.
· And we can be sure that, to the extent that we live in his love and live out our calling as a worshipping community… that He we give us the “stuff” we need to minister real life and healing to the people and world around us.

· We know that Jesus came not only to proclaim the Gospel of the Kingdom but to demonstrate the Kingdom.

· And as we become the Father’s House, the place where the Father rests, then we will see more and more power released… power for healing and freedom from spiritual bondage.

· Because where His manifest presence is, so is His power there to heal, set free, and restore.

· Do you remember in the story of the Prodigal Son how the father came outside inviting, even begging, his older son to come into His house?

· You see, in the Father’s House was love and mercy… and outside the house are so many people.  God wants to build a house where He can dwell with us and where we can find intimacy with Him.  But He also wants us to keep the door open… inviting the world around us into that blessing.
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God has been so good us to us as a church… He called us last year to basically do what He asked David to do three thousand years ago… build me Him house where He can come and interact with us… in intimacy, authenticity, without anything standing between us.

· And even now, as a very young church with the scaffolding still up, we see the Father building into us such a good foundation. Where the Father is building us into us…
· A deeper understanding of His love
· A deeper understanding of our identity as His sons and daughters.
· A caring, worshipping, and missional community.
Perhaps you feel as though you will never get to that place... where you are joyfully drawing water from the springs of salvation.  Often this is because we think that holy men and women are the product of their ability to change themselves.  Holy  men and women are the product of the Spirit of God having access to them.  Hunger for God is supernaturally imparted to those who wait on Him
