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The Barbarian Way: Part 2

Unleashing the Untamed Faith Within

September 17th, 2006

I want to continue our series this morning on The Barbarian Way: Unleashing the Untamed Faith Within.  Now if you were here last week then I hope you felt, stirring up inside of you, that raw and untamed faith waiting to be released…

· That rumbling inside that aches to live without compromise or distraction… that passion rising up in you, calling you to get in the game… to make a difference… to seize the day.

· You see, being a Barbarian is allowing that spark of God… that purpose, desire, dream of God to so stir you inside that you can’t help but to say Yes to His call on your life.

And yet, as we talk about all of this, understand that a barbarian isn’t a rebel or an adrenaline junkie looking for the edge… trying to be crazy for crazy sake because of some emptiness inside… a Barbarian is not a thrill seeker.  

· A Barbarian is someone, born at the Cross, who is passionate about pursuing the heart of God… Someone who dares to follow that call in their heart regardless of the cost or what they get out of it. 

· A barbarian refuses to accept status quo…  They refuse to choose safety over and against significance.  They are not content to live ordinary lives.

· Barbarians are fueled by the presence of God and driven to know Him more and to make Him known. They love mercy… they stand up for injustice and hate evil. 

One of the great barbarians of scripture is a 40 year-old man named Caleb who was sent out across the Jordon River with eleven others to spy out the enemy armies living there in the Promised Land. 

· Even though the army they discovered there was far greater than theirs, Caleb and Joshua were the only ones encouraging Moses and the people of Israel to go for it.  
· They knew that God was calling them to this… they didn’t need to take a poll or weigh the costs… they simply heard the call of God stirring up inside of them to go and take that land. Listen to how Caleb describes it in Joshua 14:7-10…
· 7“I was forty years old when Moses the servant of the LORD sent me from Kadesh Barnea to explore the land. And I brought him back a report according to my convictions, 8but my brothers who went up with me made the hearts of the people melt with fear.”

You see, in spite of what Caleb said to them, the people of Israel would only listen to those other voices… telling them that their enemy was too great… that they’d never be able to defeat them… that they didn’t have what it took to take that land.  
· And so, the people decided that it wasn’t a good time to answer God’s call.
· Then, in verse 9, Caleb writes, “I, however, followed the LORD my God wholeheartedly.  9So on that day Moses swore to me, ‘The land on which your feet have walked will be your inheritance and that of your children forever, because you have followed the LORD my God wholeheartedly.’ ”

· You see, because of their unbelief, Caleb had to wait 40 years for God to once again open that door for Israel to enter into the Promised Land.
But once there, look at what Caleb says in Joshua 14:10, “Now then, just as the LORD promised, he has kept me alive for forty-five years since the time he said this to Moses, while Israel moved about in the desert. So here I am today, eighty-five years old! I am still as strong today as the day Moses sent me out; I'm just as vigorous to go out to battle now as I was then.”
· Then he says to Joshua, “Now give me this hill country that the Lord promised me that day 45 years ago. You yourself heard then that the Anakites were there. Their cities are large and fortified, but, with the Lord helping me, I will drive them out.”

· Keep in mind that at the time, the Anakites were the fiercest, largest enemies Israel faced. But that wasn’t the issue for Caleb.  
· He only knew that 45 years ago, God promised him that land the Anakites had occupied.  And so, at 85years of age, Caleb asks Joshua to let him go and take that hill country... the hardest piece of land to take.
· He wasn’t asking permission to take on the Wimpites down in the valley… He asked to face the Anakites-- Israel’s most formidable opponent… who lived in the hill country!
This guy is 85 years old… you’d think he’d ask for a nice condo at Shalom Acres Retirement Village or something like that. 
· But he wasn’t interested in Shalom Acres… he only wanted to answer that call of God that had been stirring up inside of him for 45 years.  
· You see, Caleb was a barbarian!  Not because he conquered the Anakites… but because he answered God’s call on his life and followed down the path God marked out for him… regardless of the cost.
· He was a barbarian because he refused to be tamed and domesticated by the people around him who continually told him to settle down, to not get overly excited, to stop rustling everyone’s feathers.  
Last week I spoke about those Christian communities living within the Roman Empire prior to Constantine. Like Caleb, they refused to conform… they refused to fit into society’s box for them… and so they were considered by the Romans to be Barbarians.  

· But then something happened.  When Constantine ended the persecution against the church and began turning Rome into a Christian state, the church began its transition from a barbaric grass-roots movement to a civilized, domesticated institution. 

· The symbol of their faith turned from Jesus, the Suffering Servant to an image of Constantine holding his sword and shield up in victory.

· The Church quickly began to loose its way… and became like a lion, seduced into capture’s nets and caged behind metal bars.  

· But is that us… was Jesus’ Church meant to be civilized and domesticated? No!

You see, when we talk about unleashing that untamed faith within each one of us, what we’re talking about , then, is an all out revolt… an uprising against civilized Christianity.  It is a call for us to return to the ancient, primal, dangerous faith of Jesus… 

· A call that will forever ruin you for the ordinary… 

· A call to let go of sanitized Christianity and get back to the powerful, raw faith that chooses revolution over compromise, peril over safety, and passion over luke-warm watered-down religion.  

· You see, if as followers of Christ, we have allowed ourselves to become domesticated, than we have lost the power of who we are and who God intends for us to be…  

· Because His desire isn’t compliance and conformity… but a willingness to walk down whatever path God has marked out for you, regardless of the cost.

Because, if we’re only looking at the costs… if we’re only looking for the safe places… then we’ll never see the needy people around us… those who have been broken by poverty and sickness… those who don’t know Jesus.

· If we’re more concerned with playing it safe and keeping our lives tidy and neat, then we’ll never know what Peter experienced when he stepped out of the boat onto the Sea of Galilee.  

· He took a huge risk… a risk that could have cost him his life.  But he heard Jesus’ call to come to Him… so he got out of that boat.  

· And, even though he ended up falling in… none of the other disciples who played it safe that day would ever come close to experiencing the joy and marvel of walking on water like Peter did.

When Joyce and I had our first date, back in 1991, I was set to leave within the year for Kazakhstan where it seemed God was calling me to relief & development.  Of course, I didn’t tell her that… not on our first date.

· Well, that first date went so well that the next day I went over Joyce’s townhouse and while sitting on the floor I told her what my plans were… and then I asked her if she would be willing to come with me to Kazakhstan that following year.

· You see, when Joyce was in her teens, she felt that God had put on her a call to the mission field. 

· And so, when I asked her that question, the first thing she said was, “Where’s Kazakhstan?”  So, I got a map and showed her. 

· She looked up at me and said, “Ok… I’ll go there.”
Now, keep in mind that even though Kazakhstan was a newly created country with a name no one had heard of at the time… it wasn’t a dangerous a place.

· But while visiting there in 1992, in the middle of our six-month engagement, I managed to get a flight down to Tajikistan.  

· And while there, I witnessed the beginning of a civil war that would last five years and take over a hundred thousand lives.  

· And even though I was stuck there in the country because all the airports shut down… and even though the State Department ask that no Americans travel there, even though it was considered the 6th most dangerous place in the world…

· Joyce began feeling that rumbling inside of her… that we were supposed to go to Tajikistan, not Kazakhstan. 

In fact, one of the first things she asked me when I got back was how many expatriates were in Kazakhstan.  I told her there was about forty or so...  some long-term, some short-term.

· Then she asked me how many were in Tajikistan.  I told her that there weren’t any.  She looked at me and said, “That’s where we’re supposed to go.”  

· My wife proves that you don’t have to look like a Barbarian to be a Barbarian. Let me tell you something… she’s the real deal.  

· But again… it’s not because she said yes to Tajikistan.  It was because she chose to run the race that God put before her regardless of the cost.

The problem is that because we’ve all, to one degree or another, been civilized by our culture, and particular our Christian sub-culture, we tend to evaluate whether that rumbling inside is from God based on the cost.  

· If it has a high price tag… then it’s probably not from God.  Because, come on… when you’re faithful to answer God’s call, He blesses you, right?

· That’s true… except that we define “blessings” in terms of rest, leisure, and convenience.

· In fact, we even look at how we’re doing in our relationship with God based on how easy our lives are going… that if I’m going through a season where things just seem to all be going right, then I must be doing something right with God.

· And then, when we do experience challenging or painful seasons, we get angry with God.  “What happened God, where did you go?”
Guys, where did all this come from?  Because let me tell you, the Barbarian Way is not always safe… and it certainly not always easy. Look what Jesus said in Luke 9:23, "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.
· And yet somehow, we have been shaped by the idea that the safest place to be is in the center of God’s will.  

· If that’s true, then someone forgot to tell Peter, who was crucified upside down… Or

· Andrew, Simon, Bartholomew, and Philip who were crucified

· James and Paul; beheaded

· Matthew and Thomas; speared to death

· We want to believe that God’s heart is simply for us to always have extra cash laying around, drive nice cars, live comfortable lives.

But God really does have a different kind of agenda for us… because God would never choose for us safety at the cost of significance… He would never choose for us comfort over a life that could make a difference in this world.  

· And yet, people have slipped into this kind of thinking for generations.  In fact, let me ask you something.  

· When it was time for God to choose someone to prepare the way for Jesus’ arrival, whom did He choose?   Did He choose one of the respected religious elite?  No!  

· He chose an unusual dresser with strange eating habits… He chose a barbarian in the midst of the most (so-called) civilized society to that point in history.

· In fact, today John the Baptist would be medicated and considered by the Christian community as a certified lunatic. 

· And yet he was the one God chose to prepare the way for Jesus.  

Well, one day John sends his disciples to ask Jesus a question... “Are you the one who was to come or should we expect someone else?”  (Matthew 11:3).  

· It was a fair question… a question that everyone needs to ask in his or her lifetime. But what’s interesting is that John had already been so certain of who Jesus was. 

· In John 1:29-34 we’re told that as Jesus was walking toward him, John says to those following him, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” 

· Then John closes his section saying, “I have seen and I testify that this is the Son of God.”  

· John had just heard the Father’s voice… “This is My Son, whom I love; with Him I am well pleased.” (Matt 3:16-17)…  at least at that time, there was no doubt in John’s mind who Jesus was.  

· So then how did it happen that John, this consummate barbarian, would send his disciples to ask Jesus whether he was in fact the Son of God??

You see, when this happened, time was running out for John as he sat in Herod’s prison knowing he was about to die. I mean, if Jesus really is the one whom he had prepared the way for… then Jesus would certainly save him out of this situation, right?  

· “I’m about to die here… and Jesus knows it.  Maybe he isn’t the Messiah… maybe I got it wrong.”  Even John struggled with this.

· But Jesus sends them back to John with a reply.  He tells John, “Yes, I am the One… but John, I won’t be sparing your life… I wont be getting you out of prison. Blessed are you, John, if this does not cause you to fall away.”  

· Maybe you’ve struggled with this the way John had… “God, you’re not there for me. You didn’t save me from this deep pain. Are you really who I’ve always believed you to be?”  

· And to you, Jesus says, “Blessed are you if this does not cause you to fall away.”  That’s all John needed to hear… and with his dying breath he proclaimed the Good News that Kingdom of God had come.

You see, John was ignited by that barbarian spark… and followed God with all of his heart.  Did that come with a price?  Yes… his life.  The center of God’s will wasn’t a safe place for John.  

· Following after that call cost John the Baptist something.  And I wont tell you that it wont cost you something… that it wont cost you a friendship; that it wont cost you what someone thinks about you… 
· I wont tell you that you can respond to the Barbarian call keep your life as tidy and neat as you may like it.
· It may cost you… but the Barbarian chooses for himself or herself a path not based on the cost… but on the call.

What about Paul?  Was following after God’s heart for him a safe bet for Paul?  Let me read you a few verses from 2 Corinthians 11 (verses 23-27).

· Paul never set out to suffer… it wasn’t anywhere on his top hundred list of what he’s like to do before he died.  But Paul didn’t make decisions about his life… about what he would or wouldn’t do… based on whether it was comfortable or dangerous. 

· He simply chose to trust God and to walk the path Jesus had called him to.  

· If you read about Paul’s conversion in Acts 9, God told Ananias down in Damascus that he is to greet Paul when he enters into the city.

· Now, of course, Ananias is terrified b/c he’s heard of how Paul had been persecuting the church.  But look at what God says in Acts 9:15… “And I will show him how much he must suffer for me.”
· Its not that Paul wanted to suffer… no sane person would.  And yet, in the end, Paul understood that God’s appointments are always good even when they’re hard.

What about Peter?  You remember that at the Passover supper Jesus announced that someone would betray him. 

· Peter cries out in Matthew 25, “No me, Lord… I will lay down my life for you.”  But within twelve hours, Peter had denied him three times.

· But after Jesus’ death and resurrection, Peter and Jesus had another conversation… about love and sacrifice.  

· Three times Jesus asked Peter if he loved Him.  And each time Peter adamantly declared his love.

· And so Jesus took the conversation to a place Peter may not have expected.  In John 21:17-19 we read, “I tell you the truth, when you were younger you dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.”  

· Then it says, “Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would GLORIFY God.  Then he said to him, ‘FOLLOW ME!”  
If the safest place to be is in the center of God’s will then how do we explain the life and ministry of Stephen?  Almost out of nowhere, he’s chosen by the disciples to oversee the distribution of food to the widows.  

· But because of the influence he’s having praying over the sick and leading people to Christ, he ends up standing before the Sanhedrin... preaching his first and last sermon. 

· In Acts 7:55, we read, “But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed steadily upward into heaven and saw the glory of God, and he saw Jesus standing in the place of honor at God's right hand.” 
You see, what’s so powerful about this is that everywhere else in the NT, whenever we see Jesus described in heaven, he is always SEATED at the right hand of God.

· To be seated is to have completed your work, to be that ruler under whose feet everything else has been placed. But here Jesus is STANDING. Why? 

· I think Jesus stood in order to applaud his son—the standing ovation of our Savior.  And just as Stephen confessed Jesus before men, so Jesus stood there confessing Stephen before God.

· There was a man who couldn’t be tamed… a man who answered God’s call on his life in spite of the costs.  And for that, Jesus stood in thunderous applause.  

· Then, as you read in verse 59-60, the Sanhedrin dragged Stephen outside the city… “And as they stoned him, Stephen prayed, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.’ And he fell to his knees, shouting, ‘Lord, don’t charge them with this sin!’ And with that, he died.”
Maybe you’re wondering why God allowed the life of such a courageous and faithful young man to be cut off so soon? Couldn’t Stephen have done so much more if God allowed him to live? 

· Well, we don't know all the reasons God allowed this. We only know that Stephen, the first Christian martyr, had simply chosen to live His life according to God’s plan, not his own.

· He was a barbarian… and the fruit of that wasn’t a long and prosperous life… but a truly meaningful and remarkable, difference-making life.

· Guys, it is unlikely that any of us will ever suffer like Stephen or Paul.  And it’s not likely that we’ll suffer the way many of our brothers and sisters are suffering in Asia and Africa today.

· But it isn’t the amount of suffering that makes you a Barbarian.  It is the degree to which you say yes to the stirring of God inside of you.

Will it cost you something?  Honestly, I can’t imagine that it won’t.  But when it does… when you risk embarrassment by sharing with your co-worker about Jesus…

· When you choose to follow first and foremost after Him rather than the American dream… 

· When you allow your life to be disrupted by the suffering around you and around the world… 

· When you choose to walk that path that He has set for you rather than the one you’d prefer to walk…

· Then know that, even if no one else sees your faithfulness, that Jesus stands for you in heaven.  And not only Jesus… but also the “great cloud of witnesses” which the writer of Hebrews speaks about in 12:1… cheering you on as you persevere.
I want to share a clip with you that I pieced together from the movie, Cinderella Man.  You’ll see why in a minute… but it always reminds of what it means to have that “great cloud of witnesses” behind us as we’re running that race set before us.
· Show clip of Braddock being met with thunderous cheers as he enters the ring.
· Those people around Jimmy Braddock… those people cheering him on in the stands… they’re all just a tiny echo of the applause you receive from heaven.

· “You just remember who you are.  You’re the bulldog of Bergen and the pride of NJ.  You’re everybody’s hope and you are your kid’s hero and you are the champion of my heart…”

· In Hebrews 11 we read about how so many in the early church had suffered…

· “Some faced jeers and flogging, while still others were chained and put in prison…”  

· “They were stoned; they were sawed in two; they were put to death by the sword.  They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated….”

· But then it says this… “the world was not worthy of them.”
Guys… if we’re going to be part of that revolt against civilized Christianity… than we need to accept that following after God’s call really may come with a higher price tag than we expected.

· Maybe you were told that in becoming a follower of Jesus your life would somehow get easier… that you would somehow be spared from the painful challenges of life.

· Those things aren’t true.  Jesus never made those promises.  

· What He did ask us was whether we would come and follow Him… to walk what might not be an easy road… but an extraordinary road… full of life and meaning and purpose.

· He said, "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. 24For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save it.”
So, how will I answer Him?  How will you answer Him?  Will you trust Him enough to walk down the path He’s set out for you… regardless of the cost?

· Is there something that is standing in the way of your doing that?  Perhaps you’ve made your obedience conditional… 

· “God, I’ll follow you if you would give me that promotion and raise.”  

· “God, if you bring someone into my life… if you’d give me that someone special to marry, then I’ll follow you with my whole heart.”

Hebrews 12:1 says, “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.”
· Is there something that is hindering you… a sin that is entangling you?  If so, would you give that to Jesus this morning?

· Perhaps you’ve said yes to that call of God in your life… but you’ve grown tired and discouraged.  If so, would you allow that spark of God… that purpose, desire, dream of God to so stir you inside that you can’t help but say yes to Him once again?

· We’re asked here in Hebrews 12:1 to run with perseverance the race marked out for us.  Will you run that race?  Let’s pray.

* I’d like to encourage everyone to read Erwin McMannus’ book, The Barbarian Way, from which this series is based.  It is very challenging, not to mention well-written.
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