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The Barbarian Way: Part I

Unleashing the Untamed Faith Within

September 10th, 2006

This morning we were going to begin our series on the Barbarian Way… Unleashing the Untamed Faith Within.   And to get us started, I want to share a clip from the Incredibles that does a great job describing where I’m wanting to go over the next three-weeks.

· Now, if you haven’t seen the Incredibles, it’s the story of a former superhero named Bob Parr, who has been forced by society to never use his crime-fighting powers again.

· Even the people closest to him regularly pressure him to deny who he knows he was created to be in order to fit in… to be normal. 

· And yet, if you watch the movie, you’ll see that in the end, their attempts to tame him… to domesticate him… fail and because of that, he is able to change the world [show clip].

Like Bob Parr, there’s a sense in which we were all born to be wild.  You see, if you are a follower of Jesus, then I know something about you… that inside of you there is a raw and untamed faith, a barbaric spark, waiting to be unleashed.  

· And yet, to one degree or another, that untamed faith, which God has put inside of us, has become harnessed and domesticated by the culture around us.  

· But what’s even worse is that the box that the Church in our culture today would like to put you in is even smaller than society’s.  It’s a box that tries to mold us into something far more civilized than we were created to be.  

· Have you ever felt that rumbling inside… that roar inside that aches to live without compromise or distraction?  

· Have you felt that passion rising up in you… calling you to get in the game… to make a difference… to seize the day?  

· If so, at the very least, you’ve heard the echoes of that Barbarian call God has deposited in you.

I’ll be honest… there are times when I’ve looked at my own life and realized just how civilized I’ve become.  But that’s not always been true.  

· When I began my journey as a follower of Christ I went for it… while in college I shared with hundreds of people… from those in my dorm to my fraternity brothers to strangers on campus… it didn’t matter.  

· I wasn’t looking for affirmation… I was just responding to the stirring inside of me.

· But then I remember speaking to a much older, far more mature Christian man who encouraged me to slow it down a bit… to dial it down.  In every way he tried to lower my expectations of God.

· He had no idea… but he became the rancher who was trying the tame the wild horse… to shrink the box and to make me more civilized.  

But you see, whenever you hear that call in your life and you answer it with all of your heart, mind, and soul, you’ll always be ruined for the ordinary.  

· And when you become ruined for the ordinary, even when you’ve somehow drifted back into a far more civilized place in your walk with God, there will always be that rumbling inside crying out for more.

· Guys, I want all of us to be forever ruined for the ordinary.  I want us to be ruined as a community. 

Why? Because we’re called to more… we’re called to more than ordinary Christianity, which seeks the path of least resistance, least difficulty, and least sacrifice.  

· Instead of answering that call inside of us, accepting that what is best for us is to be wherever God wants you to be… we have decided that wherever it’s best for us to be is where God wants us to be. 

· So many of us resigned ourselves to a faith that embraces both Jesus… and the American dream… along with everything else our culture expects from us.

· But you know that inside of you is that call to more… a spark that hungers to ignite and to live more than an ordinary life.  

Maybe there was a time in your life when you shared with a pastor or friend or family member about something you felt passionate about… 

· Maybe you wanted to minister to AIDs patients… but you were only warned about the risks.  Maybe you wanted to minister to the homeless, but you were only reminded of the dangers.  

· Maybe all you shared was your passion for Jesus… but still, they told you to slow down… mellow out… stay in the box… settle in… to be careful, or you’ll offend this person or make that person feel uncomfortable. Come on… we’re civilized here!
· You see the civilized community doesn’t know what to do with Barbarians.  So they try and lower your expectations of what it means to walk with Jesus.  

· Let me ask you… has anyone ever said anything like that to you?  When did that untamed barbaric spark get tamed? When did it get domesticated? 

I don’t know about you… but whenever we go to the zoo…  as much as I can enjoy seeing the monkeys or the llamas there in their cages… as inconsistent as this may be, my gut gets wrenched every time I see that beautiful lion or tiger all caged up.

· Just looking at it… you know inside that there’s something wrong… this animal isn’t supposed to be caged… it isn’t supposed to be tamed.  

· I share this, guys, because my hope is through this series, that when you look at the church… when you look at who we are called to be as Christians, you’ll feel the same way… 

· You’ll feel that cry in your gut that says, “We’re not supposed to be caged… we’re not supposed to be domesticated or civilized!”
So then what does it mean to be a Barbarian? The word for Barbarian was used by the Romans to identify anything that was not of Rome.

· After all… in spite of their violence and decadence, Romans were civilized.  

· They prided themselves on their military, architectural, and technological advances as well as their advances in art and the development of roads, and theaters, aqua ducts… even underground city plumbing.

· So anyone not Roman was considered a Barbarian... beneath them… wild and uncultured, primitive, unrefined, ill mannered… someone who didn’t fit in their civilized community [slide].

· And wouldn’t you know that those Christian communities living within the Roman Empire prior to Constantine were regularly referred to as Barbarians.

But understand, a barbarian is not just a rebel or an adrenaline junkie looking for the edge… trying to be crazy for crazy sake because of some emptiness inside… a Barbarian is not a thrill seeker.  

· A Barbarian loves mercy… they stand up for injustice and hate evil.

· Barbarians are not mean, cruel, or even not careless or unwise.  

· Instead, a Barbarian is someone, born at the Cross… passionate about pursuing the heart of God… 

· Someone who is fueled by the presence of God and driven to know Him more and to make Him known.  

· Someone who dares to follow the call in their heart regardless of the cost or what they get out of it. 

· A barbarian refuses to accept status quo… “I’m not going to live like this even if this is the way its’ been for the last hundred years.”  

· They refuse to choose safety over and against significance.  They are not content to live ordinary lives.

The bible is full of abnormal, barbaric, uncivilized people:

1. When Noah built the ark he didn’t live in a flood zone.  “Noah… we live in a desert?!”
2. When Elijah called fire down from heaven… it isn’t like he was following some manual or something… he just chose to trust God.

3. David should have left the giant alone… 

4. Hosea should never have listened to God and married a prostitute… that just isn’t a respectful past for a prophet’s wife to have.

5. What was Moses thinking when he pointed his staff to the Red Sea believing it would part… just because God told him it would.

6. What was Rahab doing risking her life to hide 3 Israelite spies?

7. And why would Jesus allow himself to be humiliated and suffer like he did… and die on a Roman cross… how uncivilized… how unbelievably barbaric.

You see, normal, civilized people don’t do things like that… In fact, if we were to be honest, given some good, ongoing counseling, these people would have known better than to do what they did.   

· And yet, the vitality of their life in God moved them beyond the practicality of simply being reasonable. 

· Just look at the people who have helped to shape our world… they didn’t care if their lives made sense to others.  

· They weren’t driven by a need to be respected or normal.

You see, if as followers of Christ, we have allowed ourselves to become domesticated, then we have lost the power of who we are and who God intends for us to be…  

· Because His desire isn’t compliance and conformity… but a willingness to unleash the untamed faith within you.  

· Guys, we need to look to Jesus not to fulfill our own longings and creature comforts… but to lead us where He wants us most and where we can accomplish the most good.  

· Isn’t this what Jesus modeled for us when He poured his heart out to the Father saying, “Not my will but Yours?”

There are two key scriptures I want to share, which I believe capture the Barbarian Way of life. In Mark 12:30, Jesus tells us to “Love the Lord your God with all your heart (not some of it) and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.' 31The second is this: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no commandment greater than these." 
· Barbarians love God with everything they’ve got.   They don’t hold some of it in reserve… they love God with all of it… and, not only that… but they love and care for those around them as well.

· We are growing as a Barbarian church… but some of you may still be holding back… perhaps to some degree we all are… keeping that passion in reserve. 

· What are some of the things that hold you back for loving God with ALL of your heart, mind, and strength?

· You see, being a Barbarian is allowing that spark of God… that purpose, desire, dream of God to so stir you inside that you can’t help but to say Yes to God…. 

· To follow after it… to say yes to the impossible… to say yes to everything all those other voices say you can’t be or do.
In Luke 9:23, Jesus describers another aspect of the Barbarian Call when he told us that, "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. 24For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save it. 
· Jesus says, “If anyone (not just for a few radicals… not just for some of you) would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.” 
· It will look different for everyone… you will have to find your own way… but that call is in you… in all of us. 

Then he goes on in verse 25, “What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit his very self?”
· What will you loose if you follow after that call?  Maybe a lot.   

· You can fill your life guarding or protecting yourself… or trying to live up to society’s expectations… but you’ll never be satisfied.  

· And because of that, you’ll seek after more of it… hoping that you’ll somehow, with that extra dose, you’ll be satisfied.  

· But we’ll never be satisfied unless we’re passionately following after the purposes of God.

I spoke earlier about those Christian communities living within the Roman Empire prior to Constantine. They refused to conform… they refused to fit into society’s box for them… and so they were considered Barbarians.  

· But then something happened.  When Constantine ended the persecution against the church and began turning Rome into a Christian state, the church began its transition from a barbaric grass-roots movement to a civilized, domesticated institution. 

· The symbol of their faith turned from Jesus, the Suffering Servant to an image of Constantine holding his sword and shield up in victory.

· The Church lost its way… and became the lion, seduced into capture’s nets and caged behind metal bars.  

So, what we’re talking about here is a revolution… an uprising against civilized Christianity.  

· It is a call for us to return to the ancient, primal, dangerous faith of Jesus… 

· A call to let go of sanitized Christianity and get back to the powerful, raw faith that chooses revolution over compromise, peril over safety, and passion over luke-warm watered-down religion.  

Let me ask you… Is there an area of your faith where you’ve become too careful… too proper… where you’ve become tamed and civilized? 

· If the only slots left on the 24/1 Prayer Marathon Board are in the middle of the night… will you say NO because you would only get 7.5 hours of sleep instead of 8? 

· Is there an area of your faith that has domesticated and settled for the ordinary? 

· If so, listen to that barbaric rumbling inside… it is there.  Even if you don’t know it… I know it.

· I’m want to show you a clip from the Dead Poets Society in which Robin Williams helps one of his student discover that Barbaric spark inside of him. [show clip]

· This one 3-minute clip is a scene from all of our lives. For me, it’s a reminder of what God is wanting to do here in our church… 

· Calling each of us to respond to that rumbling inside of you… to let out that Barbarian yawp… that cry of freedom to b/c that uncivilized authentic follower of Jesus.

Will it cost you?  I’m sure that in one way or another it will... because the barbarian call is not always safe… and it certainly not always easy.  

· Of course, there are those who can’t accept that.  Instead of accepting the risks… they buy into this attitude where if I follow Jesus and I’m in the center of His will then life will go well for me.

· In fact, we even go further than that where we begin to measure how we’re doing with God by how our life is going.  So, when life is going smoothly… then obviously things between God and me are going fine.

· And then, when we do experience challenging or painful seasons, we get angry with God.  

· But guys… what chapter and verse have you ever read in the Bible that says anything like that?

Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a respected theologian and pastor in Nazi Germany who had regularly traveled around the world as a popular Christian speaker.  

· Just weeks before the Nazis began their reign of terror, Bonhoeffer was traveling in America.  Wherever he went, people encouraged him to remain here… knowing that something terrible was about to happen in Germany.

· There’s no doubt that if he had stayed here in the States… he would have become one of the most respected and influential theologians in America.

· To go back to Nazi Germany would be crazy… but he had to answer that rumbling inside.  

· Bonhoeffer ended up taking the very last boat from America to Germany before the war broke out.  It was a decision that would cost him his life.  

But truth is, he didn’t know the future… and I doubt that he thought he would be a martyr… he just said, “I need to go back to go and be what I’m supposed to be… the choice isn’t whether I try and save my life or go back to Germany. Jesus said ‘Whoever wants to save his life will lose it.’  I don’t have a choice… it is His will.”
· When he arrived back to Germany, he found that things were worse than ever before.
· Bonhoeffer began publicly opposing Hitler’s anti-Semitic policies and called for wider church resistance to Hitler’s treatment of the Jews.  
· The Nazis ordered that he stop preaching and teaching… but he didn’t. 
· He was arrested in 1943 after the money he had been giving to help Jews escape to Switzerland was traced back to him.  
· He was held in concentration camps until April 9th, 1945 when he was hanged… just three weeks before the liberation of the city.
Needless to say, Dietrich Bonhoeffer left behind such a legacy… as a theologian and as a prolific writer.  Bonhoeffer was a barbarian… but not because He suffered… not even because of the great things He did.  

· He was a barbarian because he answered God’s call on his life… and walked down the path God had for Him… no matter where that path would take him.

· He was a barbarian because He embraced God’s heart for mercy and God’s intolerance toward injustice.

Truth is, guys… God is asking no less of you and I.  How will you respond?  

· Will you “throw off every hindrance” as Hebrews 12:1 calls us to… and begin to “run with perseverance the race marked out for us?”
· What are those things that hinder you from sounding off that Barbaric Yawp? 

· God is calling us to unleash the untamed faith within.  How will you respond? 
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