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The Barbarian Way: Part 3

Unleashing the Untamed Faith Within

September 24th, 2006

I want to continue our series this morning on the Barbarian Way: Unleashing the Untamed Faith Within. Now if you were here last week or the week before then I hope you felt, stirring up inside of you, that raw and untamed faith waiting to be released…
· That rumbling inside that aches to live without compromise or distraction… that passion rising up in you to make a difference… to seize the day, to run the race God has set out for you….

· You see, being a Barbarian is allowing that spark of God… that purpose, desire, dream of God to so stir you inside that you can’t help but to say Yes to His call on your life.

· A Barbarian is someone, born at the Cross, who is passionate about pursuing the heart of God… Someone who dares to follow that call in their heart regardless of the cost or what they get out of it. 

They’re not rebels or an adrenaline junkies looking for the edge… trying to be crazy for crazy sake because of some emptiness inside… 

· Instead, Barbarians are fueled by the presence of God and driven to know Him more and to make Him known. 

· They are Jesus followers who refuse to accept the status quo…  They refuse to choose safety over and against significance.  They are not content to live ordinary lives.

· They love mercy… they stand up against injustice and hate evil. 

I believe that God has wanted to stir us through this series to hear that rumbling inside to unleash that untamed Barbarian faith within…

· To rise up against civilized Christianity and to return to the ancient, primal, dangerous faith of Jesus… 

· To let go of a domesticated Christianity and get back to the powerful, raw faith that chooses revolution over compromise, peril over safety, and passion over luke-warm religion.  

· You see, if as followers of Christ, we have allowed ourselves to become tamed, then we have lost the power of who we are and who God intends for us to be…  

· Because His desire isn’t compliance and conformity to our Christian culture… but a willingness to walk down whatever path He has marked out for us, regardless of the cost.

Well, this morning, I want to go beyond that Barbarian calling that God has put inside of each one of us… and talk about what it means to be a Barbarian Tribe… what it means for us, together, to answer God’s Barbarian call.

· At Pentecost, God unleashed His Spirit upon all who would declare Jesus their life and hope and Savior.  In that moment a new tribe was born… a Spirit Tribe.  

· And to those in that Spirit Tribe, the Lord said, “I will be their God, and they will be My people.”
· This tribe would bear the evidence of the Spirit… continuing the ministry of Jesus in the power of the Holy Spirit… by living the way Jesus lived, teaching what Jesus taught and doing what Jesus did.
· You see, there is an untamed faith He is wanting to unleash not just in me and not just in you… but in all of us together.  

So, let me start by giving you a portrait of an early Barbarian Christian community found in Acts 2:42-47.

· “They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. [They were devoted, passionate about growing in their faith, to being in community, to worship and prayer]
· 43Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. 44All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. 46Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.”
This was a happening church… and I believe church can be like this again today.  That doesn’t mean I want us to be a first century church.  

· I’m not wanting to steer us backwards to some kind of glory days of the church.  I want to steer us forward toward what God is stirring up inside of us now… to be the church God wants us to be right now.  

· But it is going to take a Barbaric busting out… taking off the masks… answering the call inside of us… to be God’s people today!

· The Bible says in Acts 13:36 that David served his generation.  And now we’ve been put here to serve our generation… to unleash the untamed faith within and become the church God has called us to be… now! 

So what was the Barbarian call that first century community responded to? I think the simple piece is that these early Christians refused to be civilized… 

· They were a group of untamed believers who were madly in love with Jesus Christ… who were willing to pay whatever cost was necessary to run the race God set out for them.  

· You see the Barbarian Call is a call to live for something greater than yourself… where you discover that to live solely for your own dreams and desires will always leave you empty… aching for more.  

· The Barbarian Call is a call to live for Him… to follow Him regardless of where that leaves you.  It means loosing your life in order to gain it.  

· The Barbarian Call is a call to abandon ourselves of whatever leads us away from the center of His will.

· It’s a call to every one of us, young & old, to say yes to the stirring inside to embrace our spiritual legacy as a Barbarian Tribe.

You see, you can never be too young or too old to embrace this journey called the Barbarian Way. I spoke last week about Caleb who answered God’s call on his life when he was 85 years old.  

· At 85 years of age he says to Joshua, “I want to take that Hill Country… I’m not ready for Shalom Acres Retirement Community.  I’m not done!  I’m not ready to graze in the meadow!”
· If you’re older… and feel as though you don’t have a vital role to play… then know that we need you to cry out as Caleb did, “I’m as vigorous and strong today as I was the day Moses sent me out 40 years ago.”  
· We need you to answer that Barbarian call… you’re not too old… your time isn’t up.  I don’t care if you’re 90 years old… 

If you stop and listen you’ll still hear that barbarian rumbling inside of you… God hasn’t taken it away because you’re not done!

· And yet, if you realize that you’ve not been stepping up to the plate… if you’ve started to climb into the bleachers instead of staying in the game… then know that we all loose.  

· We need you to get back into the game… we need what God wants to do through you. We need your life, your heritage, and your history.   

· You’re never too old to live the Barbarian life… and you’re never too young as well.  

Guys, it is vital that we never overlook our kids… they’re an invaluable part of this church… 

· And it’s our responsibility to make a clear distinction for them between the religion and culture of Christianity and the revolution that Jesus began two thousand years ago.

· So many of us have put our hope in simply teaching our children about God rather than guiding them into an experience with God.  

· We essentially civilize our children rather than guide them to the barbarian way.

· And to do this, we need to let our kids loose within the church… guiding and instructing them but never trying to protect them from spiritual faith, risk and adventure.

Back in the early 80s, a group of kids in Albania found an old radio, which they managed to get working.  And as they were turning the dial, they came across a station where the speaker was sharing in Albanian about having a relationship with Jesus.  

· Now keep in mind that at that time, Albania was the most isolated, controlled country in the world… especially with regard to their borders and airwaves.

· The only radios anyone could buy in country were preset to government stations.  It was against the law to tamper with them.

· Well, as soon as they discovered that station, these kids decided to form a “no-adults allowed club.”  

· They understood that if their parents knew what they were listening to, they would take their radio away for fear of what would happen to them if the authorities found out.

After a short time, one kid after another began giving their life to Jesus.  And… each week they gathered around the radio and learned more and more about what the Bible had to say about life and faith. 

· One day the speaker talked about how Jesus would go around praying for sick people… and how people were healed.  

· So the kids decided that they would do what Jesus did.  So one day they went to the nearby state-run hospital.  They started on one side of the hospital and moved on from room to room praying for the sick.  

· What they didn’t realize is that there was a huge commotion behind them… because people were getting healed… one after another.  

You see, these were Barbarian kids daring to believe something and willing to step into it.  If their parents had found out, they would have quenched it… not because they’re bad parents… but because they’re caring parents who believe that what’s best for their kids is to always protect them.  

· But in trying to protect our kids, we often run the risk of quenching the fire that God is stirring up inside of them… we end up quenching their dreams.

· Again… it isn’t because we’re bad parents… all we want is to protect our kids.  And yet, so often we end up not so much protecting our kids from life… but from God.
· What if God wants to teach your child how they can trust Him?  What if He wants to lead them in their own adventure of faith… in seeing how He pulls through in spite of some heavy obstacles?

· In the hopes of protecting our children my fear is that we may, at times, be pouring water on the fire God is wanting to stir up in their lives.

Listen… kids believe they can do anything… they are just crazy enough to think that they can change the world.  

· Isn’t it good, then, that they have us to tell them to dial down, mellow out, to choose smaller, safer goals, “It’s good you want to change the world… but why don’t you just try and clean your room, Johnny.” 
· You see, young kids need to be taught that they can’t be something or do something. 

· Instead of being the voice of civilized, domesticated reasoning to the dreams of people around us, why can’t we be their encouragers? “Go for it, with God all things are possible!”
In his book, The Barbarian Way, Erwin McManus talks about how his daughter told him over dinner one night how she wanted to make a lot of money and give all of it away to the poor.  

· Of course, as a good dad, he tried to bring some balance to the discussion, explaining how she can keep a certain amount for herself and her family.

· But she said, “No, daddy… I want to help the poor and needy people.  I want to give all my money away even if I become homeless and have nothing.”
· But he kept trying to explain to her a more reasoned approach to this… until after the meal when she just started crying. 
· “Daddy you don’t understand… I just want to help people.  I didn’t say I would be homeless; I said I didn’t care if I became homeless. I want to make a difference in the world.  Can’t you understand that?”
And then it hit him.  Instead of nurturing and unleashing the dream being born out of her heart for God, he was domesticating her dream and trying to civilize her raw and untamed faith.

· I mean come on… he’s her father.  It’s one thing if he lives a life of Barbarian faith and adventure… 

· But why wouldn’t he want something different for her…. Like safety and security… why wouldn’t he want to protect her from the reality of failure?  

· Sometimes we think our role as parents is to protect our kids from risk, failure, and hardships, rejection and pain… 

· When what we’re really doing, at times, is holding them back because of our own fears.

· But his young daughter would have none of that.  At twelve years of age… she was already ruined for the ordinary.  She already wanted for herself everything that was on Jesus’ heart for her and the world around her.

McManus is so right when he writes that, “First generation believers, even when they are barbarians, often make the mistake of raising their children to be civilized.”
· How easy it is to do that… even if you have lived a life of faith and adventure, crazy in love with Jesus… and yet we raise our kids to be different… we want our kids to live protected lives in the civilized Christian community.  To fit in, be accepted… 

· Then he goes on and says, “If our children are going to walk away from Christ, we need to raise them in such a way that they understand that to walk away from Jesus, is to walk away from a life of faith, risk, and adventure and to choose a life that is boring, mundane, and ordinary.”   

So many of our children have rejected Christ and rejected the Church because we’ve sold them on a civilized life when there was, in fact, something uncivilized inside of them.  

· They feel that rumbling inside… but there is no place in the church to let it out… and so they go elsewhere looking for it. And then we blame them… when, more often than not, we should be looking at ourselves.  

· In our desire to protect them, we created a culture where there is no risk, there no adventure, no cost… and no need for God-sized faith.  

· When we do that in the Christian community we are killing our kids… we are sucking the life right out of them without realizing we are doing it.  

Last week I asked those of you who participated in the 24/1 Prayer Marathon to write down any words of pictures you may have received from the Lord.

· The most encouraging note came from one of one of our fifteen year olds.  Let me read what they wrote:  “The last few minutes of my prayer time God showed me an image of a barren wasteland.  It was dark and disgusting.  Then I saw a man slowly walking around the wasteland throwing handfuls of seeds on the ground.  After a few minutes, flowers and beautiful plants began to blossom… turning the whole place into a beautiful garden.  I feel that God was trying to tell me that He has amazing things in store for our church.”
· This teenager is getting it… and our job isn’t to be the voice of reason… but the voice of fellow barbarians calling him to get out there with those handfuls of seeds… tossing them all around until beautiful flowers and plants begin to blossom.

When we encourage our children toward a more civilized life as opposed to the kind of meaningful, purposeful life God intended for them, we take from them the incredible experience of seeing God work in their lives and in the lives of those around them.  

· Guys, this is serious.  Statistics tell us that 80% of kids in youth groups today will walk away from their faith.  80%!  Why.  

· Is it because the ones who are giving our kids permission to embrace and express that rumbling inside… that adventure, risk, faith, barbarianism… they are out there and not in the church… 

· We raise our children in the cocoon of a domesticated faith and wonder why they run as far as they can to find adventure. Trying to fill that thing inside that we wont allow them to fill inside the church.  

It’s time we stopped being so civilized and rational with our kids.  Instead, lets lead the Barbarian charge… let’s trust God with them, giving them freedom to embrace and express the rumblings stirring up inside of them.

· A Vineyard pastor out in Fort Collins was sharing about meeting his son’s roommate that first day of college.  The kid looked scary, talked scary, acted scary. And this pastor was totally discouraged… not to mention terrified.

· The kid already had booze in the room and he clearly had a drinking problem… he was a total partier and so he naturally wanted his son in another room.  I mean what parent wouldn’t?

· But the son called him a week or so later and told his dad that he wanted to stay where he was.  He reminded his father… “What if you were that kid’s father… what would you be praying for?  You’d be praying for a Christian roommate for him wouldn’t you?”

· He said, “So dad, you need to let me be the answer to his father’s prayers, ok?”

· You see, we can’t allow ourselves to protect our kids from what God is wanting to do in and through them.  Because if we do, we rob them of not only the opportunity but the joy of walking with God in obedience.

In the year 203, the Roman Emperor at the time made it law forbidding anyone from becoming a Christian.  So the local proconsul in the Roman Province of Carthage (in North Africa) decided to arrest some recent converts to make an example of them.  

· The first two people they arrested were Perpetua, a 22-year-old recent widow who came from a well off, educated family… and her servant, Felicity.  Together they thrown in prison with three others facing an almost certain execution.
· And yet, Perpetua’s deepest struggle was being separated from her baby boy who hadn’t been weaned from her.  
· So some other Christians arranged with one of the guards to allow her to keep her baby with her until her execution.  
While there in prison, Perpetua’s father would regularly come, full of anger at her, trying to get her to renounce her faith. Perpetua's answer was simple and clear. 
· Pointing to a water jug, she asked her father, "See that pot lying there? Can you call it by any other name than what it is?" 
· Her father answered, "Of course not." Perpetua responded, "Neither can I call myself by any other name than what I am -- a Christian." 
· But even on the day of her execution, her father, holding her baby, did everything he could to make her renounce Jesus. 
· Several weeks earlier, Felicity, who was eight months pregnant, was worried that her baby would not be born prior to the scheduled execution… 
· She was worried, because if she did not have the baby, she would not be permitted to suffer martyrdom with the others since the law forbade the execution of pregnant women.  
Two days before the execution, she gave birth to a daughter, who was immediately adopted by a Christian woman.  
· Then, on March 7th, 203, Perpetua and Felicity, and the three other young believers, were first beaten in the arena, then had wild animals sent out against them. 
· Then, after being severely wounded by the wild animals, they were put to death by the sword.  
· You can read most of this story, except the ending, from Perpetua’s own writing from prison, which historians recognize as the first historical document written by a Christian woman.
· As young as they were, Perpetua and Felicity refused to live ordinary lives… and, in spite of the so-called voices of reason out there encouraging them to renounce their faith… they refused to be civilized.
We need to learn how to trust God with our kids. You have to allow them to step out, take risks, dream dreams… and you have to do it when they’re young… like those kids in Albania.  

· Any one of their parents would have put a stop to it… in fact, knowing the consequences, any loving responsible parent wanting to protect their child would have tried to stop them.  

· But if they had… look at what would have been lost.  Those kids did what they did because they didn’t have anyone telling them no when the rumbling inside was saying yes.

· You see, what we have to offer our kids is not the comfort and safety of these church walls but the assurance that they really can make a significant difference in the world.  

Movie Akeelah and the Bee… About 11 y/o girl who attended an urban school where, if you did excel in academics, you’d be harassed by the other kids. 

· But there were people there who saw that even though she was missing classes and wasn’t studying, she’d never miss a spelling word.  So they called her out and signed her up for the school’s spelling bee.  

· After winning that, she went to the district contest and then the regional.  And yet, it was clear that she didn’t stand much of a chance of winning the national spelling bee unless she had the help and encouragement of those around her.

· And slowly, all kinds of people began standing with her… her brothers, sister, friends… and finally her mother.  

· SHOW MOVIE CLIP

Akeelah became something that she could never have become without other people standing with her.  

· You see, it really does take a tribe to raise a barbarian.  

· So then how can we do a better job it?  How can we not only unleash the untamed faith in our own lives but in the lives of those around us?  

· Well, in our last few minutes, let me just share a few things:

Permission:  The first thing we need to do as a community is to give one another permission to go for it.  Don’t see yourself as the voice of reason...  

· Peter tried that with Jesus after Jesus said that He was going to give up His life for our sins.  Remember how Jesus answered him?

· We need to give each other permission to take risks… and we need to give them permission to fail along the way without offering them an “I told you so.”

Encourage:  We need to not only give permission but we need to encourage people to answer that Barbarian call within… to look them in the eye and tell them, “I believe in you… you need to go for it… in spite of the costs… run that race God has called you to.”  

· Encourage somebody to be what God has made them to be… to encourage them to break out of the cage… even if doing so will cost them something.

· Fight against the tendency toward being civilized and domesticated and remind them that with God all things are possible… 

· And that counting the cost will always be better than counting your days while sitting in your living room.

Investment: Don’t just give permission and encouragement… but you invest in those around you ready to answer that Barbarian call.  Challenge them to go for it… but then and step into it with them… invest in what they’re doing. 

· For several years Robert had been going out each week to minister to the homeless in NYC in the middle of the night.  My guess is that 9 out of 10 people, when they heard about what he was doing, asked him, “Isn’t that dangerous?”
· Instead of being that voice of reason, its time we not only give permission to those wanting to follow after that rumbling inside of them… but that we encourage them to do so… in spite of the costs.

· And not only encourage them… but invest in what they’re doing… going up to someone like Robert and say, “I want to invest in what you’re doing… I want to buy for you whatever you’re planning to give away this Saturday night.  I want to stand with you!”  

· Now that doesn’t mean you need to take on what God has called them to… b/c God may be calling you to something different. 

· But… as you’re both being faithful to answer God’s calling on your lives, you each encourage and invest in one another. 
In  1970, a woman from England sponsored a little boy in Kenya. The little boy wrote a letter and said, “here’s a picture of me. You can see that I am not very handsome.” 

·  look at your picture every day.”
· The next letter said, “You can see from my report card they sent you that I’m not very smart.” 

· She wrote back, “You are as smart as God wants you to be… to do what he wants you to do.  Just do your very best.”
· When he was eight he wrote, “Guess what I found out?  I can run faster than anyone in my class!” She wrote back, “It is good to be good at something, be the best runner you can be.”
As the years passed, he remembered her words and began to run everywhere he went.  As a young man he wrote saying, “Guess what? I am faster than anyone in my country and made our Olympic team!”
· She watched the race on TV and cried as He crossed the finish line and got the silver medal. The little boy who felt he could do nothing had grown up to impress the entire world. 

· On his flight back home he stopped to see this woman who had encouraged him all these years. 

· When he met her he held out his Olympic medal and said, “This is for you.  If you hadn’t believed in me when I was eight years old.  If you hadn’t told that little boy to run. I‘d have never accomplished this.  This is your medal. This is your victory.”
· Here’s a women who lived thousands of miles from Kenya… who believe, encouraged, and invested in somebody that became more because of her.
I wonder what could happen if we could abandon ourselves to this kind of life… where we not only embrace for ourselves the Barbarian call but where we dare to call somebody else out… 

· Living in such a way ourselves and encouraging them in such a way that we help to unleash within them that untamed faith.

· This week I’m giving you homework… to go out from here and call somebody out.  

· I’m asking you to not only respond to the rumbling inside of you… but respond to the rumblings you sense in somebody else… 

· Starting with those closest to you… your children, your friends… people you’re so close with that you’ve forgotten to look at what it was that God designed them to be. 

This week… it’s your job to give them permission to talk about it… and to go for it.  Encourage them… invest in them.  

· Look them in the eye and tell them, “I believe in you. You can do this.” 

· And then invest in them and say, “I’ll help you do this.  I don’t care what it is, if you believe God is calling you to it then I not only encourage you but challenge you to go for it.”
· I can hardly imagine what we would become if we were to become a Barbarian Tribe… as we take up the flag and embrace this uprising against civilized Christianity… to become the people God has ordained us to be in our time. 

