PAGE  
2

Revelation 16: Armageddon; Justice & Judgment

September 2nd, 2007

As we continue on in our study of the Book of Revelation this morning, I want to keep our attention fixed on that extraordinary window John has given us as he describes for us not only the majesty of God’s throne in heaven, but the reality of God’s judgment against his enemies.  

· Now, if you remember in chapter 4, John has been caught up in heaven where he sees a vision of God Almighty on this throne… with all of Christ’s followers worshiping God along with all the heavenly host. 

· Then, in chapter 5, he watches as God hands a scroll with seven seals to the worthy Lamb, Jesus Christ… who begins to open the seals one by one.  

· And as each seal is opened, a new vision appears. 

As the first four seals are opened in chapter 6, we see four horsemen given power to begin God’s judgment against evil.

· With the fifth seal opened, John suddenly finds himself looking at all those in heaven who had been martyred for their faith in Christ.

· And then, as the sixth seal is opened, he sees two contrasting images.  On one side he sees a great earthquake with the stars falling from heaven.  

· But on the other side, he again sees multitudes of people worshipping the Lamb before the throne.

Then the seventh seal is opened in chapter 8, unveiling a series of God’s judgments announced by seven angels with seven trumpets.  

· And with each trumpet blow, another judgment against God’s enemies is pronounced.

· Finally, in chapter 11, the seventh trumpet sounds, calling the rival forces of good and evil to the final battle… referred in the Old Testament as the Day of the Lord… a day we call Armageddon.

· In chapters 12 & 13, we’re invited into this intense scene where Satan and his forces make their stand against Jesus Christ.

But then, in chapter 14, in the midst of this call to battle, John sees three angels announcing the final judgment as two angels go out with their sickles to reap this harvest of judgment...

· There’s the grain harvest, which is the harvest of the nations to salvation… and the grape harvest, which is the harvest of God’s enemies to eternal condemnation.

· From there, in chapter 15, John writes, "Then I saw in heaven another marvelous event of great significance. Seven angels were holding the seven last plagues, which would bring God's wrath to completion.”
· And so, seven angels begin to pour out seven plagues of God’s wrath from seven bowls while the multitudes of angels begin singing out, “Just and true are Your ways.”  

· It’s here that we’re gonna pick up the story this morning… so, if you have your Bibles with you, go ahead and open up to Revelation 16:1.  We’re going to read verses 1-16.
[PRAY]

You can see that John is writing here about the final outpouring of God’s judgment & wrath.  

· But more than that, for John’s readers who have been facing ongoing persecution from their Roman captors, these words remind them that the not only is the judgment of God coming… but the justice of God is coming as well.

· I want to think with you about that word this morning… because deep inside every human spirit there is an unquenchable longing for justice. We all crave justice.

Imagine you’re at a Yankee game and Andy Pettitte throws four consecutive pitches over the heart of the plate, and the umpire calls them all balls. 

· Well… in America we have a saying for that. You see, everybody, from the bleacher bums to the owner’s box, will jump to their feet and cry out, "Kill the umpire!" 

· Not maim the umpire, not send him for some remedial education, but… execute him! 

Why do we get so incensed? Because we want justice! I recently read a story about a guy named David Hagler who was pulled over for speeding out in Colorado.   

· The problem was that he really didn’t think he was speeding… at least not enough to deserve a ticket.  

· Turns out that the cop acknowledged that other people were clearly going faster than he was and yet was still determined to give Hagler the ticket.  

· Well, needless to say, he was pretty upset… and, in spite of his pleads for leniency here, the officer pretty much ignored him… handed him the ticket… and drove off. 

Well, other than maybe going to court to contest the ticket, there really wasn’t anything for Hagler to do except to stew in his frustration and anger.  

· But what he didn’t realize was that the story wasn’t actually over yet.

· Turns out that Hagler was an umpire in a very competitive softball league. 

· And as the very next game started after getting the ticket, guess who the first batter was to come to the plate? It was the cop! 

· And… the cop not only recognized Hagler… but knew that Hagler recognized him.  

So, with his arrogance put aside, the police officer looked at Hagler there at the plate and asked, “So, how did the thing with the ticket turn out?" 

· Hagler just looked at him and said, "You’d better swing at everything!" 

· Let’s just say that the cop struck out quite a bit that game… whether the pitches were over the plate or not!

Doesn’t it feel great when justice is served? The problem is that what happened to David Hagler doesn’t often happen in life, does it? At least not enough.

· Let me ask you… how many of you have spent a fair amount of time around kids? Raise your hands, would you?

· How many of you have ever heard one of them say, "It’s not fair!" You ever hear that one? The point is… we all, young and old, crave justice. 

· We love stories where justice finally prevails. We love movies where the bad guys get what they deserve. 

The most explosive stories in our days are the stories that expose the injustices around us.  

· In fact, these stories become almost too painful to watch because they seem to expose our inability to create for ourselves a world with any kind of ultimate justice.

· We read about Darfur… about the AIDs crisis… how, two years later, so many of the Katrina families still haven’t received a penny from their insurance companies.   

· We read about a recent drive-by shooting of an innocent, pregnant mother…about two men being found innocent after spending 25 years in prison.  

Stories like that happen every day... and when we read them, something inside of us says, "That’s not the way that this world is supposed to be." 
· Something inside us demands to know: "Where is justice in this world? Will things ever get set right?” 

· And so… to those persecuted believers in Asia Minor… and to all of us here today, what John is saying here in Revelation 16 is that "Justice is coming!" 

· This is one of the primary themes of Revelation… that ultimate justice, the judgment of God, is going to come. It’s going to come to this world. 

Seven seals are opened… and as each is opened, we see God’s judgment being poured out.  

· As the final seal is opened, another series of judgments are released as the seven trumpets blow, with the final trumpet calling for that final battle… as God begins to release seven plagues from seven bowls.

· You see, to us these images look scary, but to John’s readers who were so powerless and so victimized, they brought tremendous hope…

Because through these visions God is saying, "Look, as the sea parted and then came together, judgment came to Pharaoh. It didn’t look like it was going to. It looked like he was in control, but he wasn’t in control at all." 

· Look at how judgment fell on Assyria & Babylon for how they brutally oppressed the people of God. 

· And now, John is saying "Judgment is going to come to Rome too. Nero and those brutal emperors before and after him are not off the hook here.”
· It may not look like it now… but justice is coming, and it will be true and fierce and terrible.

So, in the time remaining this morning, I want to talk with you about this judgment of God… and I want to do this by asking four important questions.  

· So, what is this doctrine of judgment about? And…

· What implications does it have for you and me? Let’s take a look…

Question number one: Who will judge? Who’s going to be in charge of judgment? The Bible is very clear on this… that Jesus will judge. 

· 2 Timothy 4:1 speaks of "Jesus Christ who is to judge the living and the dead." 
· John 5:27 says, "The Father has given him authority to execute judgment because he is the Son of Man."

But more than knowing that Jesus is the One who will judge, it’s important to understand how He will judge. 

· Look again at Revelation 16:5-7 because this is very important part of the doctrine of judgment.

· This is what John writes: “And I heard the angel who had authority over all water saying, "You are just, O Holy One, who is and who always was, because you have sent these judgments. 6Since they shed the blood of your holy people and your prophets, you have given them blood to drink. It is their just reward." 7And I heard a voice from the altar, saying, "Yes, O Lord God, the Almighty, your judgments are true and just."
You see, as harsh some of this may seem, the testimony of Scripture is that when the judgment of God is revealed, we will be amazed at the justice and fairness of it. 

· And that’s real important because people wonder about that sometimes. 

· Questions like, "What about those who have died and have never heard the Gospel? Or what about babies or young children that die?" 

· And the question, the real question underneath all those questions is, "Can God be trusted? Is God the kind of person who can be trusted to do the right thing?" 

· And the Bible’s answer is, "Yes." In fact, the Bible says, "There is no fairness apart from God." 

· The Bible says that God will make the call, and he will do it with utter integrity and perfect competence and absolute authority. 

We just read from verse 7, “And I heard a voice from the altar, saying, "Yes, O Lord God, the Almighty, your judgments are true and just."

· You see, there’s an important implication here for us… that because God is going to judge… because He will judge with absolute fairness…

· Because of that, I am not to take judgment into my hands in this life… and neither are you. 

· It’s why we’re called to never avenge ourselves… because the reality is that every atrocity, every injustice… will be avenged. 

· You may be familiar with the passage in Romans 12:19, where Paul writes, “Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.”
· Paul writes very simply… saying, "Never avenge yourselves," 

Truth is, guys… that when you’re hurt and that hurt is deliberate and unfair, you only have two options. You can forgive or you can seek vengeance. 

· The sad thing is that human relationships often run according to the law of vengeance. It’s certainly how Rome functioned in the world. 

· You see, here’s how this law of vengeance works… Child A hits Child B… well, what does Child B want to do? 

· "I want to hit you back. But I’m going to hit you back just a little bit harder than you hit me to even the score." 

· Only then the score doesn’t feel even to Child A anymore… so he then takes another swing at Child B... and so the fight goes on and on.   

Getting even never works, and here’s why: because the victim and the victimizer never weigh pain on the same scale.

· You study almost any war that’s ever been fought… both sides kill each other, and both sides will be convinced that justice is on their side. 

· It’s true in any divorce, true in any lawsuit, the law of vengeance, getting even, leads to death. 

· But the doctrine of Judgment, however, tells me that there will be accountability one day for every wrong thing ever done in this universe.

· If someone is unfair to me, if somebody hurts me, someday they will stand before the living God, and they will have to give an account for that. 

Now, of course, God’s intent in judgment is always to lead people to repentance. That’s what God always wants. But there will always be those who refuse.
· Look again at 16:8-9. “Then the fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, causing it to scorch everyone with its fire. Everyone was burned by this blast of heat, and they cursed the name of God, who had control over all these plagues. They did not repent of their sins and turn to God and give him glory.”
· God’s desire in judgment is that people come to repentance… even on the day of that final battle… but still, many refuse. 

Look again at verse 11, "And they cursed the God of heaven because of their pains and sores, and they did not repent of their deeds."
· You see, hell is not going to be filled with repentant people who wished they could be reconciled to God. 

· It’s going to be filled with people who are so hardened that they are simply incapable of repentance… and so they go on cursing God for eternity. 

Listen… there are those in the world around us today who perpetrate injustice each and every day.  

· And while we’re not qualified to be their judge and jury, we’re called to work for justice in this world… to work for justice… but without taking on a spirit of vengeance.

So let me ask you… is there’s anybody in your life who has hurt you recently? Anybody in here have a boss that’s ever been unfair? 

· Is there someone at work who deliberately said some hurtful words to you recently? Is there somebody in your family that has wounded you? 

· I want to challenge you with this… if you’ve been carrying around a vengeful spirit hoping to get even with somebody, would you give that to God this morning in repentance?  

· If you’ve made yourself judge & jury over their lives… would you give that to God morning?  

Think of that person, whoever that person is, and know that one day they’ll have to give an account of their life and their deeds to God, to the living God. 

· God knows all about their motive, their background, their heart… things, which you and I don’t know.

· God will handle it. So put away any vengeful spirit… don’t waist even a moment of your life looking for payback. 

· Jesus will judge, not you and not me. Jesus will judge, and he’ll be absolutely just. 

Second question: What will be judged? In other words, how comprehensive will judgment be? Is it just for the big stuff? 

· The writer of Ecclesiastes says, "God will bring every deed into judgment, including every secret thing, whether good or evil." 

· Jesus says in Matthew 10:26, "But don't be afraid of those who threaten you. For the time is coming when everything that is covered will be revealed, and all that is secret will be made known to all.”
· Now, in our world when people do something wrong, instinctively they seek to hide, try to cover it up. 

· But even in this world, that often backfires.

I read a story about a well-known college football player who’s sitting next to an “A” student on exam day. 

· Now, this football player hasn’t managed to do very well up to this point, but he and this "A" student both get a very high score on the final. 

· There are 50 questions, and each of them only missed one. 

· And so, because they were sitting next to each other during the exam, the teacher calls this football student in and says, "This is a little suspicious to me because you both got the same score exactly, 49 out of 50."
· The football player says, "Well, that’s just a coincidence." 

· And the prof says, "Yeah, but you both missed the same question. You both missed number 17." 

· "It’s really just a coincidence." "But next to question #17, the ‘A’ student wrote, ‘I don’t know.’ And next to question #17 on your exam you wrote, ‘I don’t know either.’" 

You see, oftentimes, even in this world, our sin has a way of finding us out… but not always. And this is what’s most troubling for us. 

· Sometimes people do wrong things, even evil things, and if they’re clever enough or powerful enough or lucky enough they get away with it.

· Sometimes bosses intimidate and exploit workers their whole careers, and they retire with honor. 

· Sometimes tyrants oppress people and die peacefully in their sleep, in their old age. 

· Sometimes the wealthy embezzle and cheat and get richer and richer and never get caught, never go to jail, never suffer for it, and die wealthy and untroubled.

· It’s what made David cry out in Psalm 73:3, “Why do the wicked prosper?!”
Sometimes it looks like Rome is going to get away with it… with all of the wrong things that they’ve been doing.  All the persecution… all the injustices.

· Sometimes police blotters are full of cases marked "unsolved.”  They may be “unsolved”… but they’re not closed.

· None of those files are closed because one day all of the cover-ups are going to be uncovered.

· You think about that. The truth is going to be known… the truth about every murder, the truth about every war, the truth about every dishonest financial transaction…

· Whatever it is, just know that “everything that is covered will be revealed, and all that is secret will be made known to all.”

Jesus says in Luke 12:3, "Therefore, whatever you have said in the dark will be heard in the light." Now look at this, "And what you have whispered behind closed doors will be proclaimed from the rooftops." 

· Let me ask you a question: Have you ever whispered anything you wouldn’t want to have proclaimed from the rooftops? 

· The doctrine of the judgment of God means that wise people will not try to live in darkness. 

· They will not try to use a strategy of cover-up and hiding to conceal a life of sin. 

This is why accountability is so important… why home groups are so important.  Because they give us a context to bring into the light what we’re tempted to keep secret. 

· You see, one day everything done in the darkness will be brought out into the light. 

· So, I want to challenge you… to walk in the light as John encourages us in 1 John 1.

· Jesus’ judgment will be utterly fair… and it will be utterly comprehensive… so don’t try a strategy of hiding. 

Question number three: Will Christians go through the judgment? And the question underneath this one usually is: Will I go through the judgment? That’s what we really want to know. 
· A couple statements again from Scripture: Paul writes this to the church at Rome, "And so, according to the good news I preach, this is how it will be on that day when God, through Jesus Christ, will judge the secret thoughts of all."
· 2 Corinthians 5:10, "For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad." 

Will Christians go through the judgment? The short answer is yes. God will reveal the truth about all things… good and bad.

· That’s part of what the judgment is about… no more mystery, no more hiddenness, all truth revealed. 

· And, of course, that will include the truth about you and me. 

· But the good news is that, because of Jesus, we can face this judgment without any fear whatsoever.
· In Revelation 20:11 John writes, “And I saw a great white throne and the one sitting on it. The earth and sky fled from his presence, but they found no place to hide. 12I saw the dead, both great and small, standing before God's throne.”

· It goes on to talk about the book of life, where “anyone whose name was not found written in the book of life was thrown into the lake of fire."
Who goes through the judgment? John makes this interesting statement.  He says, "All the dead, great and small." 

· One of the things that judgment will do is it’s going to level the playing field, which is not level in this world. 

· On that day, no amount of money or power or status will be able to help you.

· John says, "There they all stand, great and small…” kings next to peasants, and CEOs next to the homeless, and Nero next to the powerless Christian slave that he martyred. 

But beyond the Book of Life, John then refers to another book… what could be called "The Book of Merit." 

· He says, "And the dead were judged according to their works, as recorded in their books." 

· Imagine there’s a book with your name on it, with your picture on the back cover, and it’s 100 percent accurate, and it’s utterly comprehensive. 

· It contains everything you’ve ever done, everything you’ve ever said, and every thought you’ve ever thought. 

· How many of you would like to see a copy of your book available here on our info table? 

· Well, there really is such a book.  Scary, huh?  Well, it would be if that were the only book out there!

But thankfully, there is that other book… the book of life.  And if you’re a follower of Christ, then somewhere in there, along with names from every tribe and tongue and nation, your name is written in ink.

· Somewhere in that book is your name, and somewhere in that book is my name. 

· And if your name is in that book… then next to your name in the book of merit is a big red stamp that says, “This debt has been paid for by the blood of the Lamb.”
· Paul says, "There is therefore no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. I’m just not worried. Trouble, danger, nakedness, famine, sword, there’s no condemnation. What’s to separate me from the love of God?"
· So tomorrow… when you wake up… wake up with this thought: "Thank you Jesus, that because of You alone, my name is in the book of life."
And yet, beyond wanting to encourage the persecuted believers in Asia Minor, I think John’s wanting to also remind them about just how important their lives are.  

· In other words, even though your name is written in the Book of Life… even though you will never have to fear the Day of Judgment, it still important how you choose to live your life today…

· Because the Book of Merit reminds us that the good that you do will also be remembered throughout eternity. 

In a way, as you live your life, you’re writing a kind of a book. Truth is, every human being is writing a book. It’s not hard to write a book. It’s hard to write a good book. 

· Every day you write another page. You wrote one yesterday… You’re writing one today. You’re going to write one tomorrow. 

· How’s your book going? Do the contents reflect a generous heart? 

· Is it filled with acts of love and courage? Does it speak of a compassionate, servant’s heart?  How’s your book going?

Last question, let’s go back to Revelation 16:16.  “And the demonic spirits gathered all the rulers and their armies to a place with the Hebrew name Armageddon." 
· So the last question for this morning is what about Armageddon? What about this Armageddon business?

· Well… let me give you another pop quiz, ok? How many times does the word "Armageddon" appear in the Bible? Just take a guess.

· All right, how many of you said one time? Well, you’re right. The only time it appears in the Bible is right here in verse 16.

Truth is, the word Armageddon comes from the Hebrew “Har,” which means hill, and the word, “Megiddo,” which was a city in the Jezreel Valley in Northern Israel where many decisive battles were fought in the ancient world.  

· It was certainly a place familiar to John’s readers.  Whether the final Judgment will literally happen there at Megiddo is up for debate.  

· For me, in spite of all countless books speculating as to the "when" of it, and the "who" or the "where" of it…

· I tend to see John’s use of the word Armageddon as simply representing this final, decisive battle where all the enemies of God are once and for all destroyed.

You see, the clear point of Armageddon, the one that is clearest, is that there is a battle going on between God and evil. 

· And one day there will be a final round, and evil will be fully, finally defeated. 

· John says, “The kings were assembled.” All those powers most opposed to God that looked like they were going to get away with it… They will be brought to justice. 

· How is that going to happen? When is that going to happen? I don’t know, but it will happen. God’s justice will triumph. 

· God is passionate about justice, and God wants his people to be passionate about justice… about “righting” the many wrongs around us.

There’s a lot of debate about end times scenarios and what things will look like, but the teachings about peace and justice are real clear.

· Jesus says, "Blessed are the peacemakers." 

· Micah says, "What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly before your God." 

Can you imagine a world where there’s perfect justice? Amos says it best in Amos 5:4 when he wrote, “But let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing stream.” 
· Can you imagine experiencing life where day after day justice just rolls on like rivers of water?

· Can you imagine what it would be like to be a part of a community where people of every tribe and tongue and nation and language live in righteousness like a never-failing stream?

For the believers he’s writing to in the Book of Revelation, John’s words here in chapter 16 give life a whole new perspective.

· They can put away their anger… knowing that justice will come. They can even begin to love their enemies and have compassion on them… knowing how severe judgment will be if their oppressors don’t give their lives to Christ.

· You see, guys, God is very serious about justice. And God longs for his people to be very serious about justice. Pray for it and work for it. 

· To be… in your own little world… as fair as you know how because justice is coming. 

